Advocacy Techniques

In the event the Workload Time Survey does not yield an adjustment in the SLP’s caseload ratio as required by paragraph 3301-51-09 (I) (1) (a-d) of the Ohio Operating Standards, and no waiver has been obtained by the educational agency, other advocacy efforts must be conducted and partnerships formed. 

· Present data to the district administrators and president of the Board of Education regarding the impact of high caseloads and the Time Study (ASHA, 2000). Some districts have presented information to their administrators on the extent to which current caseload ratios negatively impact student progress toward IEP goals and objective and state achievement testing. Additionally, SLPs can show how current practices deviate from best practices as further evidence to align with the Ohio Operating Standards (Link to Appendix C).  

· Form a committee and work with the educational union to address the caseload size through the grievance or collective bargaining process (ASHA, 2000).

· In the event that the above mentioned strategies do not result in adjustments to the SLP’s caseload size, assistance can be sought from the Ohio Department of Education, Office of Exceptional Children. A compliant may be filed with the Ohio Department of Education by writing a letter that details the complaint. The complaint must be mailed to the following address: 

Ohio Department of Education 

Office for Exceptional Children 

Attn: Assistant Director of Procedural Safeguards 

25 South Front Street, 2nd Floor 

Columbus, OH 43215 

