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 A preschool child with a disability shall be at least 3 and not 6 years.


School aged services must be considered during the IEP process for a child who will be 6 years by December 1st of the current school year.


A child enrolled in kindergarten shall be considered to be a school-age student and NOT a preschool child.


A child younger than 3 years may meet the age requirement if the child will be 3 by December 1st of the current calendar year and may participate in special education and related services as a preschool child before December 1st of the current calendar year(i.e. Fall/Beginning of the school year)


The requirement for the district where a nonpublic school is located to provide services for children with disabilities in a nonpublic school is based upon the definitions of elementary and secondary schools.  In Ohio, preschool DOES NOT meet the definition of an elementary school, and therefore, districts of residence are always responsible for preschool children with disabilities








TRANSITION FROM PART C: 


The district is responsible for the following activities related to transition for a child receiving “Help Me Grow” EI services under Part C:


The district shall attend a conference to discuss transition from EI to preschool for a student with a suspected disability. This conference may occur up to 9 months before the child’s 3rd birthday.


At parents request the district shall invite the Part C service coordinator to the initial IEP meeting.


If there is a suspected disability the district will work with the family to ensure that and IEP is in place and implemented by the child’s 3rd birthday.


The district must consider extended school year services as part of the IEP for children transitioning from Part C services. 


If the district is noncompliant with the transition timeline they shall develop a corrective action plan including the signature of a representative of the family and children first council responsible for “Help Me Grow” Part C services, and may have funds reduced or terminated by the ODE.











MEASURING CHILD PROGRESS:


 A district shall measure a child’s progress using multiple sources of information, across multiple settings, representing a variety of interactions and input from parents and staff involved with the child.








PRESCHOOL PROVIDER RATIOS:


Center based preschool special education classrooms shall serve no more than 8 preschool children with disabilities in any one class session. 


A full time staff member shall be provided when there are 6 full day or 12 half day preschool children with disabilities enrolled in a center based program.


A teacher providing both center based and itinerant services shall serve no more than 20 children.


An itinerant teacher shall serve no more than 20 children.


Staff ratios of 1 teacher for 6 children shall be maintained at all times, a second adult shall be present when there are 7 or more children including nondisabled peers


A speech and language pathologist at one FTE shall have a caseload of no more than 50 eligible preschool children with disabilities


Caseloads will be used to determine state unit funding. Fractional FTEs will be computed using caseload numbers. Related services may be reimbursed at an hourly rate and calculated in accordance with state law.





PRESCHOOL FUNDING:


Preschool funding is through units. 1 SLP is funded for every 50 preschool students receiving speech and language services.


Partial units can be funded.


Districts can request new units, and poorer districts will be more likely to receive those units, as no new units have been added in sometime.
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Transition from Part C:
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Measuring Progress: 3301-51-11 (E) Pg. 179 OS



















































































Preschool Provider Ratios:
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All sources can be found at:


www.edresourcesohio.org























Center Based and Itinerant Services: 3301-51-11 (F) Pg. 179 OS
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CENTER BASED AND ITINERANT TEACHER SERVICES:


A Continuum of service delivery options that includes the options of center-based or itinerant teacher services shall be considered when determining the least restrictive environment. 


Adapted Physical Education (APE) or related services, shall be considered in conjunction with center based or itinerant teacher services. When determining services, the school district shall consider the following factors:


The child’s ability to participate and progress in the general early childhood curriculum; and


The Child’s socialization needs; and


The child’s educational and developmental progress.


Itinerant services may be delivered in the home, preschool program administered by the public school, or in a community based preschool or child care program.


Center based classroom services may be delivered in an integrated facility such as team teaching within a community based program or a separate facility.


A change of placement is defined as a change in the service delivery option (center based or itinerant)


Up to 8 age eligible, nondisabled peers may be enrolled in a preschool special education classroom , with no more than 16 children present at any one time.


For preschool special education, the continuum of options is center-based and itinerant services.  These options are to be discussed during the IEP meeting after the needs and needed services are determined. 





Note: SLP can be the primary service and can stand alone (without Itinerant teaching services- however the SLP would need to do all the testing: Get it Got it Go, ASQSE and ECO), unless there are 2 services that are needed (i.e. Speech and OT) then an Itinerant teacher should be involved. There are no minimum time frames that the Itinerant teacher needs to be involved. If speech is the primary and only service- be sure to EMIS code Speech as both primary and related service. 





PRESCHOOL SERVICES:


Unless otherwise specified in the IEP, full day center based services are provided if there are 20 or more hours of center based services.


Unless otherwise specified in the IEP, 4 hours of services per month shall be provided for each child by an itinerant teacher and a minimum of 10 hours of services per week shall be provided for each child served by a center based teacher.


Services may be provided directly to the child or using a consultative model 


All staff involved in service delivery shall contribute to planning instruction and monitoring progress


Service delivery may be done through a team teaching or transdisciplinary model in conjunction with Head Start, public preschools, community preschools or child care, and


A school year shall be provided to preschool children with disabilities















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Code:


OS= Operating Standards (2008); FR= Federal Register (2006)


Blue = New;     Red= Timelines;   Green = Other companion tools
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ELIGIBILITY:


 The district of residence must conduct a full and individual evaluation before the initial provision of special education and related services. 





This evaluation should include information from a variety of sources (no single source of information) to confirm a disability exists including:


Information from Part C for children transitioning from EI services or HMG if 


          available.


Structured observations in more than one setting and in multiple activities


Structured interview with the parent or caregiver, and persons knowledgeable 


          About the child’s functioning


Criterion referenced and norm referenced evaluations





Note: the evaluation team needs to look at all the information and there cannot be only one component which is the deciding factor (i.e. if there is not 2 S.D. -the team can override)





The following developmental areas must be assessed with at least one source of information:


Adaptive behavior


Cognition


Communication


Hearing


Vision


Sensory Motor function


Social-Emotional function


Behavioral functioning
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A preschool child with a disability is one who has one of the following disabilities and needs special education and related services:


Autism                                      8.  Other Health Impairment


Cognitive disability                 9.  Specific Learning Impairment


Deafness                                 10.  Speech or Language Impairment


Emotional disturbance         11.  Traumatic Brain Injury


Hearing impairment             12.  Visual Impairment


Multiple disabilities              13.  Developmental Delay*


Orthopedic impairment 





A district can choose to use the term “Developmental Delay” for students 3-5years who are experiencing developmental delays and who need special education and related services under the following conditions:


Applicability of the term shall be based upon the individual needs of the child as determined by the evaluation/IEP team


A developmental delay may be substantiated by a delay of 2 standard deviations below the mean in one or more of the areas of development or 1.5 standard deviations below the mean in 2+areas of development. 


Developmental delay means a child 3-5 years who is experiencing a delay in 1+ of the following areas of development:


Physical development


Cognitive development


Communication development


Social or emotional development; or


Adaptive development


Developmental delay may be used in place of the following disability categories: cognitive disability, emotional disturbance or Speech and Language impairment. 


If the child is not eligible under any of these disability categories, the team should examine the evaluation information to see if the child meets the eligibility criteria for developmental delay.  Since the evaluation must include assessment of each developmental domain, using  at least one method of evaluation, the resulting information can inform the process and assist in determining any additional information needs





The category of speech or language impairment can include articulation errors.  However, a district must be sure that the errors are not developmentally appropriate for the preschool age.  In addition, deficits in articulation would have to indicate a communication delay and that special education, not intervention is necessary





















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Preschool Timelines:


A preschool child with a disability shall be at least 3 and not 6 years (by December 1st of the current school year).


A child younger than 3 years may meet the age requirement if the child will be 3 by December 1st of the current calendar year and may participate in special education and related services as a preschool child before December 1st of the current calendar year.


There will be a conference to discuss transition from EI to preschool for a student with a suspected disability which may occur up to 9 months before the child’s 3rd birthday.


IEP is in place and implemented by the child’s 3rd birthday.


For children entering Help Me Grow 46-90 days before the third birthday, districts must work with the service


coordinator to conduct joint (not duplicative) evaluations to ensure that Help Me Grow can develop an IFSP for


transition and the district can develop an IEP by the third birthday.
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