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STATE ASSESSMENT CONSIDERATIONS


Children with disabilities who are parentally placed in chartered nonpublic schools are required to take and pass the tenth grade Ohio graduation test (OGT), in order to receive an Ohio high school diploma, unless the child is excused from the consequences of the testing requirement.  It is expected that most children with disabilities will take and pass state assessments including the OGT.


If a child has a disability that requires a curriculum that is modified substantially from what the state assessment measures, the child may be excused from taking one or more of the state assessments as outlined in rule 3301-13-01 of the Administrative Code.  The IDEA requirements for alternate assessment do not apply to children with disabilities enrolled in chartered nonpublic schools.


A child, parentally placed in a chartered nonpublic school, may receive allowable accommodations when taking state assessments or may be excused from the consequences of stat assessments as outlined in rule 3301-13-01 of the Administrative Code if one of the following conditions apply:


A current services plan, documenting that the child is excused from the consequences of the state assessment is in place.  This plan has been developed by the services plan team, including the parent, and special education services are being provided by federally funded personnel or auxiliary personnel or a combination of both federally funded or auxiliary funded personnel or


A current services plan, documenting that the child will receive allowable accommodations on the state assessment is in place.  This plan has been developed by the services plan team, including the parent, and special education services are being provided by federally funded personnel or auxiliary personnel or a combination of both federally funded or auxiliary funded personnel or


The chartered nonpublic school has developed a written plan, documenting that the child is excused from the consequences for all state assessment.  This plan must meet all requirements of rule 3301-13-10 of the Administrative Code or


The chartered nonpublic school has developed a written plan documenting that the child will receive allowable accommodations on the state assessment.  This plan must meet all requirements of rule 3301-13-10 of the Administrative Code





AUTISM SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM CONSIDERATIONS


Children who are participating in the “Autism Scholarship Program” (ASP), and attending either a chartered or non-chartered nonpublic school are eligible to participate in the special education IDEA Part B and early childhood special education flow-through benefits if the children meet the eligibility requirements of the ASP rule


The District of Attendance is responsible for the evaluation of these children as well as a determination of whether or not these children will receive services through a services plan.  The services plan for these special education and related services that are NOT already covered by the ASP funds.
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All sources can be found at:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.edresourcesohio.org" �www.edresourcesohio.org�
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AUTISM SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM CONSIDERATIONS (con’t)


The District of Residence is responsible for the development of the IEP that is required for these children to participate in the ASP.  The District of Attendance shall complete the evaluation and develop a services plan, if appropriate.


Children who are attending a chartered nonpublic school and are receiving services under the ASP may also receive special education and related services through auxiliary services funds, provided the services paid for by auxiliary services funds are NOT the same services that are being paid for with ASP funds.  The auxiliary services fund must provide special education and related services that are in addition to the services funded by the ASP.
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GENERAL


Each school district is required to provide equitable services and participation for eligible children who are attending a chartered or non-chartered nonpublic school located within their district.  


The school district must have timely and meaningful consultation with the chartered and non-chartered public school officials to determine if any children attending those nonpublic schools are eligible for equitable services.


If a child is enrolled or is going to enroll in a nonpublic school that is not in the District of Residence, parental consent must be obtained before any information about the child is released between officials in the District of Attendance and the District of Residence.


CHILD FIND, IDENTIFICATION AND EVALUATION


The District of Attendance is responsible for locating, identifying and evaluating all children who are suspected of having a disability, under IDEA 2004 who are enrolled in any chartered nonpublic school, including religious schools located within that public school district. 


If the parents do not make clear their intention to keep their child enrolled in the nonpublic school, then the District of Attendance shall provide the parents of children who are determined eligible for services written documentation stating that the child’s District of Residence is responsible for making FAPE (Free and Appropriate Public Education) available to the child


If the parent makes clear their intention to keep their child enrolled in the nonpublic school, the District of Residence does NOT need to develop an IEP.  If the child enrolls or re-enrolls in the District of Residence, the district must make FAPE available


Children with disabilities receiving special education in a nonpublic school must be reevaluated by the District of Attendance:


Not more frequently than once a year, unless the parent and the district agree AND


At least once every three years, unless the parent and district agree that a reevaluation is unnecessary


Out of State Children – The District of Attendance must carry out child find for all students parentally placed in nonpublic schools that reside in or out of the state in which the nonpublic school is located.


equitable services determined 


Parentally placed nonpublic school child with a disability does not have an individual right to receive some or all of the special education and related services that the child would receive if enrolled in public school.


The District of Attendance must make the final decisions with respect to the services provided to eligible parentally placed nonpublic school children with disabilities
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equitable services determined (con’t)


If a child with disability is enrolled in a nonpublic school by the child’s parents, the District of Attendance must initiate and conduct meetings to develop, review and revise a services plan for the child and 


Ensure that a representative of the nonpublic school attends each meeting.  If a representative is unable to attend, the District of Attendance shall use other methods to ensure participation by the nonpublic schools including individual or conference telephone calls.


Parentally placed nonpublic school children with disabilities may receive a different amount of services than children with disabilities in public schools.


SERVICES PLAN


Each parentally placed nonpublic school child with a disability who has been designated to receive services must have a services plan that describes the specific special education and related services will be provided.


The services plan must:


be developed to meet IEP requirements


be individually developed for each participating child using the services plan form and 


be developed, reviewed and revised consistent with IEP regulations in the public school





DEVELOPMENT OF THE SERVICES PLAN


The District of Attendance convenes the services plan meeting, conference call or video conference for each eligible child who receives special education and any related services.


A nonpublic school representative must participate in the development of the services plan


The District of Attendance is responsible is responsible for conducting the meeting, conference call or video conference at least annually to review and revise, if appropriate for the child’s services plan.


A services plan developed by the nonpublic school will not be recognized as a services plan under federal (IDEA) or state laws.





LOCATION OF SERVICES


Services to children with disabilities may be provided on the premises of nonpublic, including religious, to the extent consistent with the law


The District of Attendance will determine where services will be provided.  Services may be provided at the nonpublic school with the permission of the nonpublic school.
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