AGENTS THAT CAN IMPEDE DEVELOPMENT OF SOCIAL/PRAGMATIC LANGUAGE SKILLS:

TRAUMATIC BRAIN INJURY
· Contracoup injury – damage is done to multiple sites of the brain as it bounces back and forth within the closed skull.  Diffuse damage all around the brain.

· Cognitive fatigue – the brain cells still function; however, because there are fewer of them, they tire more easily and cannot withstand use for the entire time that a task may require.

· Executive function is frequently damaged.

· Short term memory is almost always damaged.

· The term “mild” in “mild concussion” refers to the hard data seen on physical imaging of the brain.  Serious cognitive and behavioral damage can occur from a “mild” concussion.

· Damage for mild concussions can be cumulative in damage if subsequent concussions occur before total healing of prior concussions.  Consider the football or soccer player, the impulsive ADHD student who falls off of his bike or out of trees a lot, etc.

