
AGENTS THAT CAN IMPEDE DEVELOPMENT OF SOCIAL/PRAGMATIC LANGUAGE SKILLS:

PERSONALITY DISORDER
· Does not learn from experience.
· Unable to form meaningful relationships

· Cannot be diagnosed until age 18 (but starts much earlier)

· The label is NOT important – the behavior IS

· Behavior causes separation from peers, less communication experiences

· Lack of emotion in communication hinders both social experience and mental health therapy

· Work with this client in groups – he needs the peer exchange

· Cure is unlikely, work toward achieving more adaptive functioning for life

· Personality disorder is defined further in the DSM-IV.
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