AGENTS THAT CAN IMPEDE DEVELOPMENT OF SOCIAL/PRAGMATIC LANGUAGE SKILLS:

OPPOSITIONAL DEFIANT DISORDER
· Child who is oppositional has less opportunity for social interaction with adults.
· Because he wants to control the situation, he has poor topic maintenance – changes the topic to his own topic.
· Poor negotiation skills.  Often blames others for his mistakes and behavior.
· Inadequate interpretation of verbal and non-verbal signals – wants to control the situation.  This affects what they learn about language.
· The child may not be able to make requests for more information, because that would make him look and feel as if he is not in control.
· If child can’t use language to control his environment, he will use other behavior/acting out to control it.
· Deficits in areas of executive functioning skills.
· Deficits in emotion regulation skills. 

· Deficits in language processing skills.
· Deficits in social information processing skills. 

· Many children with language processing difficulties also meet the diagnostic criteria for ODD, suggesting that, if a child does not possess the linguistic skills necessary to label and categorize emotions or communicate needs to others, the stage may be set for concurrent difficulties with frustration tolerance and problem solving.
· Often considered a learning disability.
· Details of this disorder can be found in DSM-IV.
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