INTERVENTION STRATEGY FOR TURN-TAKING
	Description of the Skill: 
Turn-taking is an important skill used to communicate, both verbally (conversation) and non-verbally (playing a ame).Turn- taking should be incorporated into every therapy activity.  Discuss the importance of this skill and how people feel when they do not get their turn in a conversation or game.  When students interrupt, consistently ask them “Whose turn is it?”  If that doesn’t work, then state “It’s not your turn.”  This may have to be repeated over and over and even tell the child whose turn it really is, but do not allow them to interrupt or reward the interruption with any other attention.

	Materials:
· Any game that requires two teams of 2-4 students each.

	Teaching Instructions:
   1.       Set up the game as needed and explain the purpose, goal, and rules of the game.

 2.       Be sure there are equal numbers on each team.  It gets confusing if the sides are unequal.  The SLP or a teacher should be players needed to even up the teams.

 3.       The students on one side of the table are one team.  Students on the other side are the second team.  Explain the turn taking strategy as follows:  Starting in the center of the table, the student on Team 1 goes first.  The student next to him, on Team 2, goes second.  Then cross the table and the students next to the first student on Team 1 goes 3rd.  Cross the table again, and the next student on Team 2 goes 4th.

    4.     Passing a visual to identify a person’s turn, such as a chip or a card, is also helpful.
    5.      Alternate turns on each team until everyone has had a turn; then go back to the first student on   Team 1 and start over.

6.     This will be confusing for some students.  Explain that playing this way gives each team a turn before the next team takes a turn.

7.     Before each student’s turn, ask the group “Whose turn is it?”  Tell the group that if they don’t know when their turn is, they may not be allowed to take their turn.  Stress how important it is to take appropriate turns in games and in conversations.  Have the group discuss how they feel when they do not get their turn, or when someone else doesn’t want to take his turn in a timely fashion.

 8.     Use this strategy for all group games all year, even after the students are used to it.  Remind them that good turn-taking is ALWAYS an important skill.                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                           (Vaughan, 2008)
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