INTERVENTION STRATEGY FOR LISTENING
	Description of the Skill: 
Michelle Winner (2006) teaches students to “listen with their eyes”.  Other components of listening are:
1. Eyes on and body facing speaker.
2. Hands still.
3. Visualize and Verbalize (Bell, 2007)

	ACTIVITY #1:  BLINDFOLD CUP PATH (OR ALLIGATOR PATH)

	Materials:
· 36 or more plastic cups; 
· clean blindfolds for each child in the class; 
· small stickers.

	Teaching Instructions:
1. Use plastic cups to set up a pathway in a clear part of the classroom.  Place the cups 6 inches apart, in a curving line.  Create a path by placing another row of cups parallel to the first line, creating a path between the cups that is about one yard wide.

2. Tell the students that the pathway is safe, but outside the path is where the alligators live.  If a student goes outside of the path, the alligators will get him.  Tell them they need to walk from one end of the path to the other end.  While their feet are allowed to bump the cups, if they step outside the path, the alligators will eat them.  THEN, tell them that they will be blindfolded while walking on the path.

3. Discuss what kind of information one would need to give to get someone safely down the path (number of steps, right/left; size of step; concepts of sidestep/forwards/backwards; ¼, ½ turns, etc.).  Write this information on the blackboard.  

4. The Student Giving Directions must stand OUTSIDE the pathway, so the Blindfolded Walker is not just following his voice location.

5. Tell the Blindfolded Walker that no one is going to touch him except the SLP and that he/she will keep him safe.  Some students with poor balance may need your hand on their back or arm for the whole time they are blindfolded.  Just be sure that you are not guiding him, only “keeping him safe” and helping with balance.

6. Put the Blindfolded Walker at one end of the path.  After blindfolding him, spin him completely around 2 or 3 times, so he is disoriented.

7. The Student Giving Directions has to give directions to get the Blindfolded Walker safely to the far end of the path. Everyone else has to remain very quiet. (This is a good time to practice turn taking).

8. If either the Blindfolded Walker the Student Giving Directions is unsure of right and left information, put a sticker on the back of their right hand.  It helps if the stickers are red and has an R on it, so you can tell him that the red sticker is on the right hand, emphasizing the R sound.

9. The Blindfolded Walker has to ask for help or repetition when he needs it.  The Student Giving Directions can ask the SLP for help if he needs it.  No one else in the room can talk out.  Discuss how the Student Giving Directions may have to “repair his statements”.

10. When the Blindfolded Walker gets to the end of the path, everyone cheers.  Then select two other students to the Blindfolded Walker and the Student Giving Directions.

11. Make the path short enough that everyone in the class can have a chance to either walk or give directions over a period of a few weeks.

12. This is a great activity for:  listening, asking for repetition, asking for more information, giving sufficient information, and repairing conversations.                                                                                   (Vaughan, 2008)                                                                                                                        


	ACTIVITY #2:  FACE PAINTING

	Materials:
· Face painting crayons; 
· 2 small cups with a little water in each; 
· A small sponge in each cup; 
· 2 standing mirrors; 
· 2 tables/desks ; 
· A divider between the two desks, so the students cannot see each other;  
· Unscented wipes or damp paper towels to clean the paint off the faces at the end of the activity; 
· Camera.

	Teaching Instructions:
1. Two students sit at the desks, facing the rest of the class.  They should be unable to see each other during the activity

2. A third student gives those two students an organized, complete direction about painting their faces, using color, shape, location size information i.e. “Draw a black circle around your right eye”.  He then waits until that direction is followed.

3. Student #3 then gives 3 more directions to the face painters, waiting until each has been followed   before giving the next instruction.

4. The point of the activity is that if the first 2 students were good listeners, they should turn out looking alike with their painted faces.

5. The students with the crayons can ask any questions to gain more information from student #3, but no one else can speak.

6. All other students in the class are the “Judges” for this activity.  After the 4th direction has been followed, lead a discussion with the “Judges” about how the two students look alike; how do they look different; why? ; who was a good listener?; what did the direction giver do that was really good?; what could he have done better?

7. At this point allow the two face painters to see each other side by side in a mirror.

8. Take a photograph of the two together to post in the classroom.

9. Give the face painters wipes or wet paper towels to clean their faces.

10. Choose three new students and repeat the process.  (Vaughan, 2008)



	ACTIVITY #3:  PIPE CLEANER ORNAMENTS, BEADWORK

	Materials:

· Inexpensive beads with large holes; 
· Pipe cleaners; 
· Manila folders for barriers.

	Teaching Instructions:
1. Put a barrier between students’ work so they cannot see each others’ work

2. Give directions to both students using size, color, shape  number information about the beads or pipe cleaners or whatever medium is used.
3. The craft items should turn out looking the same.  Review the directions and discuss why they are or are not the same.

                                                                                                                                                                          (Vaughan, 2008)


	ACTIVITY #4:  BEAN BAG TOSS

	Materials: 

· Classroom-sized trashcan, covered with shiny green wrapping paper; tape a string of Christmas tree lights around the can and plug the lights in.                                                                        

· Bean bags of at least eight different colors.
· Lists of colors/words/sentences to be visualized. 

· Masking tape to put a line on the floor where the student who is throwing has to stand.
a table/desk/surface at the side on which to place the beanbags, where all students can see them as one student picks them up.

	Teaching Instructions:

1. After teaching the basics of visualizing, tell the students that everyone has to pay attention to each list you call, because they do not know whom you will call on.  Tell them you may call on one student twice before you call on someone else once, but that everyone will get an equal number of turns to participate.  

2.    Read 3-5 items from your list, (see Lists for Visualization below) changing the number according to what your students can work with at that time.  Increase your number as their skills increase.  

3.   Call on one student.  If you are working with colors, he has to tell you what he visualized that is that color, not just the color (to insure that he is actually visualizing).  If you are working with words, he has to say where he sees the item or what it is doing; anything to insure that he actually is visualizing and not using a different strategy (i.e.-repetition). If you are working with sentences, he has to state the color that he saw that went with the items in the sentence.  He also has to say the items that he visualized in the same order that you said them.  (I point out that in a math problem or on a job, if you do the steps out of order you can totally mess up your work, so they have to visualize in order.)  

4.    Once he says the items in order, stop him and ask him clarifying questions about his visualization.    (“Did you see a light brown dog or a dark brown dog?’  “Where do you see the grapes in relation to the candy cane?”)  This will make him focus more on his picture in his head.  He then has to pick them up in the right order.  The other students watch and continue their own visualization as he picks them up, to check his success.  

5.   Standing behind the masking tape line, the student has to throw the beanbags into the lit up trash can in the right order.  If a beanbag is thrown out of order, even if it goes in the can, that point does not count in his score.  This is a good place to teach some form of organization (stacking the bags in order in the non-throwing hand, lining them up on order on a surface beside him, etc.) to reinforce the visualization.

 6.   Keep score on a chalkboard.  If competition in the class is a problem, divide them into teams; OR challenge them with a total class score that you want them to meet for a group treat.

        7.   Repeat # 1-6, calling on a different student.  BE SURE you give equal turns.

   8.  The first week this game is played, set the can so that there is a back drop that the student can use to bounce the    beanbags off of into the can.  In subsequent weeks, make the activity harder by having no back drop.

	PUBLISHED GAME:
· Listen Up!  Childswork Childsplay http://www.couragetochange.com/.  This game provides good listening practice to elementary age students.


Lists for Visualizing:
COLORS

yellow                                         
black                                     purple                                    black

white                                          
tan                                        blue                                       red

purple                                         
red                                        orange                                  blue

orange                                            
blue                                           white                                        brown

blue




yellow


           green


         tan


red




green


           brown


         purple

yellow



black


           orange


         white

brown
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                         green


          red

red




blue


            purple                 
          brown

purple



yellow


            blue


          purple

black




orange


            tan


          black

green



green


            brown
                                     blue

WORDS

sun




tomato

            apple


          lime

snow




cloud


            ocean


          pizza sauce

grass




banana

            peas 

                       sky

oranges



Smurf


            tangerine

          mr. smith’s hair

bread crust



grapes


            lemon


          pumpkin

strawberries



dollar bill

            Dalmation

          mistletoe berries
WORDS

sour apple Jolly Rancher

canary



lettuce


            egg

cantaloupe (inside)


Christmas wreath
               poinsettia

            Rudolf’s nose

cooked hamburger


mud



marshmallow

            Christmas tree

licorice



raw hamburger


American cheese
            chocolate sauce

whipped cream


Santa Claus’s beard

tea


            coal

mustard



burnt marshmallow

pineapple (inside)
            Bengals

night sky



angel’s halo


coffee


            outside of potato

jack-o-lantern



candy cane


soap suds

            car oil

snowman



egg



pit bull


            lake

dirt




Pepsi



Ms. Jones’ lipstick
            cherries

holly berries



emerald ring


McDonald’s arch
            snowflake

school bus



grape juice


tree bark

            Big Bird

SENTENCES FOR VISUALIZATION

(Make the sentences shorter or longer, depending on the skill level of the group.)

Easy – give the colors of the items

1. The large flower was red, with a yellow center and green leaves, and black and brown bugs crawling all over it.
2. She ate a chocolate brownie, with white icing, orange slices, and a red cherry on top, all covered with black ants and green mold.
3. The red blood on the brown muddy ground had yellow bugs and green leaves floating in it  among blue drops of water.
4. The green Christmas tree had a yellow star on top, above a white angel with blue wings, and a red stocking.
5. Large blue flowers and small red berries grew among the purple grapes and green pears, under the yellow sun.
6. The lady’s tan shoes looked sharp with her orange hat, brown purse and red coat against the green background.
7. The tall green grass hid 3 yellow chicks, 2 white bunnies, a little brown squirrel, and a black snake.
8. The light brown nest held a red cardinal bird sitting on 3 blue eggs, high in the green tree, under the white moon.
9. In autumn, the leaves turn brown, orange and yellow, and the black birds fly south, away from the white snow of winter.
10. Santa, in his red hat, came down the black chimney onto the brown wood and green carpet.
11. The blue angel had a yellow halo, white wings and red hair, and was at the top of the dark green Christmas tree.
12. The brown and tan soldier has a glittery red coat, blue pants and a fat black belt with a green buckle.
13. The bright yellow stars twinkled in the black night as Santa’s red sleigh flew over the shiny green world.
14. The snowy white Frosty threw a red and green watermelon at a kid with brown dirt on his face, and then he ran away with a kid’s purple grapes.
15. Brown bats, white ghosts, and yellow canaries flew  above the orange pumpkins in the black cemetery.
SENTENCES FOR VISUALIZATION
Harder—do not state the colors---student has to visualize the color. (You can add the colors to these sentences
1. The gerbil ate through the Styrofoam to get to the pomegranates (or apples), tangerines, and walnuts.
2. The dead trees creaked as the tornado blew towards the new weeds and clear lake, and the small flowers were destroyed.
3. I spilled mustard on the lady in front of me when Dallas scored the winning touchdown against Green Bay.
4. He drank coffee with cream, but she had Kool-Aid and grape juice with her burnt marshmallows.
5. She was eating cantaloupe, grapes and bananas, and washing it down with hot chocolate with whipped cream.
6. The gerbil ate through the Styrofoam to get to the apples (or pomegranates), tangerines and walnuts.
7. The dead trees creaked as the tornado blew toward the new weeds and clear lake, and the small flowers were destroyed.   (ELIMINATE THIS AS A DUPLICATE OF # 2 ABOVE.)
8. The blood spilled on the field as the Bengals played the Browns.
9. The Browns played the Packers. The Browns won, and they threw flowers on the dirty field and dumped water on the coach.
10. The Smurfs ate tomatoes and ice cream with chocolate sauce and nuts.
11. There was a fruit salad with bananas, grapes, tangerines, and apples, with whipped cream and a cherry on top.
12. Sitting there on the mud, under a clear sky, was a panther juggling marshmallows and lemons.
13. Out in the snow were a cantaloupe and watermelon sitting on a large, flowered, lime colored blanket.
14. He drank coffee with cream, but she had a cherry Kool-Aid and grape juice with her burnt marshmallows.
15. Growing in the tall grass were small flowers, large pineapples, and one huge gorilla with a black eye.
16. The boy turned green in the face from drinking lemonade and mud, stirred with a licorice stick, with cherries and grapes on top.
17. Under the giant Christmas tree were a sunflower-colored dress, a grape-colored scarf, and a coal-colored hat on an embarrassed Smurf.
18. She was eating a cantaloupe, and corn and peas rolled in raw hamburger, under a very cloudy sky.
19. Dandelions danced across the Christmas tree, while the uniformed policeman arrested Rudolf, because he stole a watermelon.
20. The witch’s cat licked mud off of Santa’s beard when the poinsettias fell on his head and knocked him into a patch of small flowers.
21. (Principal or teacher’s name) stood under the mistletoe feeling blue because all he/she got for Christmas was 3 lumps  of coal and an ear of corn.
22. The canary landed on the cactus in the desert, said a few choice, blue words, and flew off to find some snow to sit in.
23. The poison berries flew off the mistletoe into the yummy tomato soup, and the unsuspecting Smurf ate them and fell dead face-down in the mud.
24. Powdered sugar covered the plums, which had grown so huge because the witch had watered them with orange juice and Pepsi.
25. The girl spilled sugar, egg yolks, grape juice and tea on the dirty floor.
26. The Easter Bunny brought a basket with a ribbon on it filled with chocolate eggs, marshmallows, and lemon drops.
27. The blonde girl was dressed in the colors of the American flag, and she carried some large flowers with poison ivy.
28. My favorite Jolly Rancher candies are lemon, sour apple, grape, tangerine, and strawberry.
29. On the Christmas tree were candy canes, licorice sticks, and walnuts.
30. I ordered a peanut butter and jelly sandwich, with lemonade, and lime sherbet.
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