INTERVENTION STRATEGY FOR JOINING A CONVERSATION and MAINTAINING TOPIC
	Description of the Skill: 
Joining a conversation is a social skill that requires

1. Using appropriate body language and reading the body language of those who are in the existing conversation. 
2. Consideration of personal space needs.
3. Determining the topic of conversation.

4. Maintaining the existing topic. 

5. Waiting for a pause in the conversation so as not to interrupt.

6. Goldstein & McGinnis E. (1997) describe this skill in their Skillstreaming books.

7. This skill can be targeted when a student comes into a a lesson or class late.
When joining a conversation, the student’s appropriate comment could be “Excuse me, were you talking about (Baker, 2003).

	Materials:
· Any kind of cards (can be coordinated with an upcoming holiday – hearts for Valentine’s Day, shamrocks for St. Patrick’s Day, etc).  Some of the cards should have an extra sticker on them.

· Index or smaller cards with ideas for a topic of conversation on each one.

	Teaching Instructions:
1. Put both sets of cards face down on the table.  One person draws a topic card, reads the topic out loud, and makes a statement on that topic.

2. A second person draws a card from the other set of cards.  If this card has no sticker on it, he has to continue the already started conversation staying ON the same topic.  If the card has a sticker on it, the comment must be OFF the topic which means the speaker must change the topic.
3. If the last comment has been OFF the topic, laugh and discuss with the students how the statement makes no sense in the ongoing conversation.  Discuss what other people think about people who can’t stay on the topic.

4. If the last statement was ON the topic, discuss how it made sense and added to the conversation.

5. Continue drawing the sticker/non-sticker cards for as many turns as desired, or draw a new topic card for every round of turns.

6. Whichever player has the fewest sticker cards at the end of the game wins the game, because he stayed on the topic most often!

7. Teachers can play this game in the classroom.  Also, when students go off topic, do not tell them that they are off topic right away.  Instead, ask “What is the topic right now?”.  Help them recognize that they need to attend to topic maintenance for themselves.  Only if they cannot tell what the topic is should you say “Our topic now is __________.  Can you tell us something on that topic.”                                                                           (Vaughan, 2008)
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STAS
Stay on topic: Hit the bull’s eye!


 In order to encourage the student to remain on-topic, use a bulls-eye target to monitor if their verbal contributions are on- or off-topic. A game could provide a topic to the student and then, when given statements, the students have to show where the statement would land on the target.
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