INTERVENTION STRATEGY FOR BODY LANGUAGE
	Description of the Skill: 
Body language and facial expression are very important tools for social communication. 60-90% of communication is non-verbal and a large part of these non-verbals are body language.  Many people can communicate with no verbals at all. Many students with pragmatic language deficits are unaware of what their body language is communicating and are clueless about reading the body language of others.   This skill will involve teaching the concept of Theory of Mind, so the student understands that just because he does not see that body language is important, others do not agree with him.

	Materials:
· Cut out large white body figures and paste them on 4”x6” construction paper. 

· Write a statement for the student to mime on each body figure. (examples – “Who are you?”, “Goodbye”, “I’m hungry”, “I stepped on a nail.”  

· Put stickers on some cards.

	Teaching Instructions:
1. In every activity and session, draw attention to body language by saying, “Look at his face.  How is he feeling?” or “What is my body language telling you right now?” (i.e. when wanting the group to settle down or when the time for the group is over, etc.)
2. Place the cards face down on the table

3. A student draws a card and shows its message  to you and no one else.  If he needs help with reading or with acting, he has to ask you for that help using body language.  Do not offer help unless he asks.

4. If the student draws a stickered card, if he shows you with his body language that he has a sticker, he can get 2 points for that card instead of one.  If he does not use body language to show you, he does not get the extra point.

5. The student acts out the message, using body language only, no words.  Some messages may require your participation in the acting.  Only do this when necessary.

6. The other students have to guess what the message on the card was, using words.

7. This can be played as one big group setting a certain number of points for the group to reach as a group goal for a prize. Or the group can be divided into two teams.  Only the team of the miming student can guess the message.  This is good for turn taking work, if students can deal with the level of competition.

8. Play this game for one session to teach it.  This next week, videotape the session.  The third week, show the videotape to the students, silencing the volume, pausing the scenes to discuss body language points with the students.  

(Vaughan, 2008)

	Published Games for Teaching Body Language:
· Guesstures Pawtucket, RI: Hasbro www.hasbro.com
· Moods Pawtucket, RI:  Hasbro (May be available in retail stores.) 
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