COMMON LANGUAGE DEFICITS OF THE CHILD WITH 
A SOCIAL/EMOTIONAL DISORDER

· Short term memory deficit
· Difficulty with focusing

· Usually has no strategies for aiding memory

· Teach Visualizing and Verbalizing (link to Intervention section)
· Word finding difficulty
· Difficulty understanding multi-meaning sentences

· Problems using and understanding figurative language

· In testing, expressive language skills may come out higher than receptive language skills

· These students are “foolers” for the unskilled listener.
· The higher expressive level leads teachers to expect more from them receptively than they can deliver; leads to teacher and student frustration.
· Underdeveloped Theory of Mind/Perspective Taking

· Not only the child on the Autism Spectrum

· Difficulty following directions

· Adults see this as non-compliance – SLP needs to educate them

· Poor auditory memory

· Slow processor

· Can process only small chunks at a time
· Receptive language problem, misses one step and cannot catch up

· Difficulty understanding and using paralinguistics
· Voice tone

· Voice volume

· Body language

· 69%-90% of communication occurs WITHOUT WORDS, but with paralinguistics.
· Pragmatics

· Receptively – uses passive ways to solve miscommunications (likely to assume the breakdown is their fault, not an inadequate message on the part of the sender)

· Does not ask for help/repetition/more information

· Teacher can see this as a behavior problem only

· Emotions
· The child who is aware of her feelings and can express them to a trusted person can develop better coping strategies for communication deficits

· She can give herself information about herself.
· If she is aware of her anger, she is more likely to take assertive action to change the situation

· Child must communicate a range of emotions to get needs meet

· Emotional expectation not met = acting out behavior

· Many who are prone to violence never develop the ability to visualize their feelings, so they cannot visualize their actions in advance

· When person is calm, the brain blood flow (as in the chart below) heavily nourishes the cortex, so the frontal cortex is available for taking in information, and making decisions.

· When person is angry, afraid, or otherwise under emotional stress, much of the brain blood flow bypasses the cortex and goes more to the limbic system – leads to “fight or flight” mechanism. 

· When it is clear that the child is under emotional stress, realize that the blood is NOT adequately flowing to his cortex, he CANNOT make logical, reasoned decisions at that point, DO NOT try to reason with him at this point, ALLOW HIM TO COOL DOWN FIRST!!!   This may take 5 minutes or five hours.  You may have to wait and see the child the next day, but wait.
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