
AGENTS THAT CAN IMPEDE DEVELOPMENT OF SOCIAL/PRAGMATIC LANGUAGE SKILLS:

DEPRESSIVE DISORDER, MANIA and BIPOLAR DISORDER
Depressive Disorder

· Major depressive disorder – in child and adolescent, the depression can be expressed in irritability. 
· Dysthymia - low level, ongoing depression

· Post Traumatic Stress Disorder can manifest itself as depression. 

· Withdrawal from the world creates fewer opportunities to practice language competence.

· Child cannot focus on events around him.

· Needs an advocate and relationship.  This can be the SLP.

· SLP can provide positive communication experiences with peers.

· Can include delusions and/or hallucinations – not common.

· Watch for self-harm behaviors and any suicidal ideation.
· “Cutters”, who find that cutting themselves helps relieve their stress by cutting themselves.
· More description of this disorder can be found in the DSM-IV.
Mania

· Euphoric mood.
· Overactive, restless

· Reduced need for sleep

· Poor decision making

· Reckless behavior

· Racing thoughts

· Lack of self control

· Inflated self esteem

· See DSM-IV for more detailed description
Bipolar Disorder
· Formerly called manic-depressive disorder

· Combination of alternating mania and depression

· Cycles can last for days, weeks, months

· Can be rapid cycling – you can see the change as it quickly occurs

· Child loses opportunities to socialize.

· See DSM-IV for more detailed description
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