
CONSIDERATIONS FOR ASSESSING PRAGMATIC LANGUAGE
Remember these things when assessing the child with a suspected pragmatic language disability:
· Read the current IEP and office file on the student to determine the history of the child.
· Use a variety of parent-teacher report measures, social/pragmatic language checklists and formal and informal child measures (see lists on this site).
· BEHAVIOR IS COMMUNICATION – what can he not do with appropriate words or body language that he is doing with negative behavior?

· “In testing situations, some children can give adequate responses in spite of inadequate performance in the typical environment.  In “real life” situations, children are faced with time demands and must process several pieces of information rapidly.”  (Timler, 2010)

· Most interventions with these students, before the SLP comes on the scene, do not include a language assessment – the behavior is attributed solely to psychosocial factors.  This is not fair to the child.

· Understanding that the source of the child’s difficulties is language based and not just a behavior choice helps parents and teachers with the child.  They become more empathetic and more willing to help him.

· Comparing the child’s scores and test behaviors on the Receptive One Word Picture Vocabulary Test  and Expressive One Word Picture Vocabulary Test may give an indication about word finding problems. 

· Elicit and analyze Language Samples, both conversational and narrative.
· Observe students in small group – receiving instructions, interacting with peers, following classroom routines, etc.
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