AGENTS THAT CAN IMPEDE DEVELOPMENT OF SOCIAL/PRAGMATIC LANGUAGE SKILLS:

AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDER/ASPERGER SYNDROME
· Lack development of Theory of Mind (ToM)

· ToM is the social cognitive ability to represent the mental states of others.
· Aspects of ToM should be in place by age 4.
· ToM supports the child’s ability to create a message that considers the needs of others.
· ToM is needed for intellectual, social, moral and emotional situations.

· Students with high functioning autism may have expressive language “strengths” that mask underlying receptive language and “emotion reading” deficits:
· May interpret figurative language as “literal”.

· May not notice/accurately interpret nonverbal cues (for example, signals of listener disinterest or confusion).

· May have particular difficulty with comprehension of “why” and “how” questions especially if the situation involves emotions.

· May do limited reciprocal exchanges when discussing a high interest topic.

· Students with Asperger’s Syndrome have social interaction difficulties:

· Doesn’t always understand facial expression or body language.

· Misinterprets social cues.

· Doesn’t understand other’s personal space needs.

· Inappropriate eye contact (either avoiding eye contact or staring at others).

· Doesn’t recognize his own feeling or talk about his feelings.

· Appears tactless and insensitive to the feelings of others.

· Needs more time to process what he hears than most other people do.

· Needs to work on problem-solving skills.

· Doesn’t understand that other people may think and feel differently than he does.

· Needs extra time to think through what is being said to him.

· May need jokes or figurative language explained.

· These disorders are listed in the DSM-IV.
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