AGENTS THAT CAN IMPEDE DEVELOPMENT OF SOCIAL/PRAGMATIC LANGUAGE SKILLS:

ATTENTION DEFICIT DISORDER (ADD) OR 

ATTENTION DEFICIT HYPERACTIVITY DISORDER (ADHD)
· The criteria listed in the Psychiatric Diagnostic and Statistical Manual IV highlight symptoms of   inattention and hyperactivity that obviously interfere with the language learning skills of this population.
· Poor listening and poor attending skills.
· Difficulty waiting turns, often interrupts others.
· Fewer opportunities to develop language for self-regulation.
· Because of peer rejection – fewer opportunities for learning social skills.
· Poor ability to attend to body language, so child will often misunderstand situation.
· Often rambles and doesn’t get to the point in conversation when telling a story or relating an experience.

· Has unrelated thoughts and a tendency to go off on tangents.

· Has difficulty planning, organizing, and completing tasks on time.
· Demonstrates poor self-regulation of behavior; that is, he or she has difficulty monitoring and modifying behavior to fit different situations and settings.
· Implications for intervention: 
·  In order to manage children’s behavior, parents may be more directive, more negative, and less responsive during play.
· As a consequence of the changes in adult interactions (e. g. adult becomes more directive in order to manage child’s behavior) and the child’s own behaviors (e. g. limited attention to communication partner, the child has fewer communicative opportunities for higher level language to develop
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