AGENTS THAT CAN IMPEDE DEVELOPMENT OF SOCIAL/PRAGMATIC LANGUAGE SKILLS:

ANXIETY DISORDER
· More easily tired, because sleep is often disrupted.

· Irritability.

· Difficulty concentrating.

· Fear of new situations lessens opportunities for social exchange.

· Different from normal, introverted, “shy” child.  
· May manifest itself as Selective Mutism:

· Ability to speak at home with family.

· Failure to speak in certain social situations.

· Fear of people.

· Extreme shyness.

· See DSM-IV for more information on Anxiety Disorder. 
· Implications for intervention: Do therapy in small group to build rapport.
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