Definitions of Pragmatic Language

“Pragmatic language” is variously defined in many ways, including:
“The pragmatic aspect of language, which includes rules for communication and use of particular forms of language in specific situations, involves an integration of specific skills, including (a) structural language, (b) knowledge of social rules, (c) social-cognitive skills, particularly theory of mind, and (d) executive functions.  Pragmatic competence requires an on-line, moment to moment recognition of the listener’s needs, the demands of conversation, and estimate of the listener’s knowledge and state of mind.”  (Cohen, 2001)

“The cognitive and social context (knowledge of the physical world and social world including the setting, the communicative partner, and the rules for interaction), the physical context (perceptual properties of people, places, and objects), the linguistic context (prior, co-occurring, and post verbal behavior used in composing and interpreting communication) and the nonlinguistic context (nonverbal and paralinguistic behavior in generating and interpreting meaning)”. (Prutting, 1982, p. 125)
“Pragmatics is a system of rules governing appropriate use of language for the communicative context and includes turn-taking, topic management, eye contact and social interaction.”  (Griffith and Ripich, 1999)
“Pragmatic development involves an interface of linguistic, social, cognitive, and affective (emotional) dimensions.”  (Westby, 1999)

“…a social pragmatic language sample, ……….is a descriptive observation of a student’s functional language use.”  (Winner, 2007)

“Pragmatic language includes the ability to use one’s knowledge of language meaning and structure in socially appropriate ways in various contexts.”  (Hyter, 2003)
“Pragmatic language is the piece of communication that goes beyond language in terms of isolated word meaning and structures of grammar, and the ability to use language effectively in interpersonal situations.  When these communication behaviors are absent or used inappropriately, the user is penalized in a conversation.” (Vaughan, 2008)
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