
What is Response 

to Intervention 

(RtI)?



What is Response to Intervention 
(RtI)?

RtI is the practice of:
1) Providing high-quality(research based) 

instruction/interventionmatchedto student needs 
and 

2) Using learning rate over timeand level of 
performanceto (repeated progress monitoring)

3) Make important educational decisions(level of 
support needed, effectiveness of intervention, need 
for instructional change)

NASDSE www.nasdse.org



RtI isé

General educationinitiative with 
implications for special education

RTI may be more broadly defined as an approach that uses 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ ƘƛƎƘ-quality instruction to guide 
educational decisions, including decisions about the efficacy of 
instruction and intervention, eligibility for special programs, 
design of individual education programs, and effectiveness of 
special education services (Batsche et al., 2005).



RtI Support: Perfect Storm

ÅNCLB and IDEA
ïScientifically Based Practices

ïDissatisfaction with current discrepancy model as means 
ŦƻǊ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅƛƴƎΧǿŀƛǘ ǘƻ ŦŀƛƭΧǊŜŀŎǘƛǾŜ

ïDisproportionate identification of minorities/ELL

ïRequirement for interventions

ÅCurrent reading research, behavioral research, 
increasing math research and tools



Adapted from NASDSE

RTI Core Principles

ÅSuccess for ALLstudents

ÅPrevention model vs. wait to fail 

ÅMulti-tiered model of service delivery

ÅCollaborative Problem Solving

ÅResearch Basedinstruction and intervention

ÅProgress monitoringto inform instruction

ÅData basedsystem: data informs instruction

ÅAssessment systemincludes Universal Screening, 
Diagnostics and Progress Monitoring



Essential Components

ÅMultiple Tiersof increasingly intensive evidence based 
instruction and intervention (universal screening and 
progress monitoring inform instruction)

ÅUse of collaborative problem solvingto develop, 
implement and monitor interventions

Å Integrated datacollection/assessmentsystem (analysis of 
progress monitoring data)

ÅAccurate implementation of research based instruction 
and intervention (fidelity)

ÅParentinvolvement



RtI Vocabulary
Use the following key to indicate your knowledge level of these terms

+ I know what this means, - Iõve heard the term, 0 Not a clue

__ Multi-Tier Model __
__ Core Curriculum __
__ Collaborative Problem Solving    __
__ Formative Assessment __
__ Progress Monitoring __
__ Universal Screening __
__ Standard Treatment Protocol    __
__ Instruction and Intervention __
__ Response to Intervention __



Academic System

Ohio Integrated Systems Model for 

Academic and Behavior Supports

Decisions about tiers of 

support are data-basedAdapted from OSEP 

Effective School-Wide 

Interventions

5-10% Targeted Interventions

1-5% Intensive 

Individualized 

Interventions

80-90% School 

Wide 

Interventions

80-90% School-

Wide 

Interventions

General EducationGeneral Education

General Education

5-10% Targeted Interventions
General Education

Behavioral System
1-5% Intensive 

Individualized 

Interventions





²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƛƴ ŀ bŀƳŜΚ

ÅOISM

ÅISM

ÅThree Tiered Model

ÅProblem Solving Model

ÅResponse to Intervention

ÅPyramid of Need



Decisions about tiers of 

support are data-based

Tier 2

Tier 3

80-90% School-Wide 

Interventions

Tier 1

5-10% Targeted Interventions

1-5% Intensive Individualized Interventions

Tiers of Support

Core curriculum 
instruction, flexible 

grouping

Core plus group intervention

Core plus individualizedintervention



Movement through Tiers

Tier 1: Universal Instruction Behavior and Academics: Universal Screening

Tier II: Targeted Intervention (small group: 4-6) in addition to universal                        
2X monthly progress monitoring

Tier III: Intensive Intervention (smaller group: 1-3)                                 Weekly 
progress monitoring

Adequate Progress:  Maintain or accelerate Inadequate Progress: Provide 
instruction Tier II intervention

Adequate Progress: Maintain or return to Inadequate Progress: One round 
universal level of Tier II adjustment or move to Tier III

Adequate progress: maintain or return to Inadequate Progress: Consider adjustment     targeted 
or universal level and need for specialized instruction



What is a Universal 

Screening?

ÂGiven to everyone

ÂMeasures critical skills

Â Brief

ÂRepeatable

ÂCheap and easy to administer and score

Â Tool to help evaluate strength of core

ÂGuides us to who needs intervention and level 
of support needed (tier)



Formative Assessments
collection of performance data across time

ÅInform teaching

ÅGuide alteration of instruction

ÅIdentify students in need of help

ÅPinpoint gaps or deficits

ÅIdentify levels of performance

ÅIdentify levels of growth



What is Progress Monitoring?

Å Assessment of academic performance, using brief 
measures, on a frequent basis

Å The major purposes are

ïTo describe rate of response to instruction

ïTo identify effective instructional strategies and programs 

Curricular Based Assessments are Good Tools of Progress Monitoring



Problem 
Definition

Problem 
Analysis

Evaluate 
the Plan

Goal Setting

Plan Development 
& Implementation

The Collaborative Strategic 

Planning Process



Collaborative Problem-Solving About Communication 

Interventions
(Wiig, Secord et al.)

1. Identify and Clarify the Problem

2. Analyze The Problem Components

3. Explore Intervention Options ςSolutions (Brainstorming)

4. Select Interventions

5. Clarify Implementation Procedures

6. Implement the Intervention Program (Strategy)

7. Evaluate Intervention Effectiveness

8. Determine the Next Steps



Intervention Action Plan Form
¢Ƙƛǎ ŦƻǊƳ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ ƛǘΩǎ ŜƴǘƛǊŜǘȅ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴƪ ά¢ƻƻƭǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ {[tέΦ



What RTI is NOT

Å! άǾŜǊōέ
ÅOnly for special educators
ÅA new way to sort students
ÅOnly for the identification of a learning disability
ÅάwŜǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜέ ǘƻ ƛƴǘŜǊǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ
ÅUse of tiers without emphasis on instructional 

outcomes:
ï¢ƛŜǊ мΥ άǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ƻŎŎǳǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳέ
ï¢ƛŜǊ нΥ άǘƘŜ ǘŜǎǘΣέ άǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ ƛƴǘŜǊǾŜƴǘƛƻƴΣέ ǎƻǊǘƛƴƎ 
άǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜǊǎέ ŦǊƻƳ άƴƻƴ-ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜǊǎΣέ ά¢ƛǘƭŜέ
ïTier 3: Special Education



What is the RTI Process?
ÅHigh quality instruction for each and all. (core curriculum is 

sufficient and delivered with fidelity)

ÅProgress of students receiving general education instruction 
AND intervention is monitored. (Universal Screening and 
Progress Monitoring)

ÅStudents who do not respond are identified. (Data, data, 
data)

ÅStruggling students receive something more or something 
else, either from teacher or other personnel

ÅtǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǊŜŎŜƛǾƛƴƎ άǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŜƭǎŜκƳƻǊŜέ ƛǎ 
monitored, instruction is adjusted as needed.



Intervention isé

Specialized, specific, focused instruction

delivered with fidelity

Intervention is noté

Modifications/Accommodations

Remediation

Person or Place



What is the difference between a 
Modification and an Accommodation? 

ÅModification = Alterations in work requirements or 
expectations designed to help the student have access to 
the classroom and be a more successful member of the 
classroom.

ÅAccommodation= Alterations in physical environment, 
classroom procedures, or characteristics of materials 
(e.g. font size) designed to help the student have access 
to the classroom and be a more successful member of 
the classroom.



Intervention Design

ÅStandard Protocol: Standardized, research based 
interventions for specific time period (Language! For 
12 weeks)

OR
ÅProblem Solving: Individualized, research based 

interventions derived from a process of problem 
analysis resulting in specific targets for instruction

OR
ÅProgressive Intervention: Combination of both 

approaches. Movement through tiers results in 
increasingly focused problem analysis and 
intervention design.



Effective Implementation

ÅClearly defined components of a multi-tiered 
intervention system including progress 
monitoring procedures.

ÅClearly articulated rules/procedures used to 
make decisions regarding movement between 
tiers.

ÅHigh accuracy of intervention implementation.

ÅData collection across all tiers 

ÅExamination of data to determine whether 
increasingly intensive support is needed 
(progress monitoring).



When is a Disability Suspected?

ÅRTI data across tiers should document
ïSignificant discrepancy in level of performance

compared to peers, standards of performance and 
benchmark

ïSignificant discrepancy in rate of progressin 
comparison to peers when provided with high 
quality interventions implemented over a 
significant period of time.

ïRuling out inappropriate instruction and other 
factors.


