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Integrated Systems Model for Academic and Behavior Supports: 
Possible Roles of the SLP

Tier I - School-Wide Interventions
• Assist with professional development in the schools, especially 

around teaching strategies for phonemic awareness, reading 
comprehension,  ELL and pragmatic language/social skills.

• Serve on curriculum planning teams.

Tier II ςTargeted Interventions
• Serve as a consultant for teams delivering targeted instruction 

and interventions, i.e. phonics, word-decoding, reading 
comprehension.

Tier III ςIntensive Individualized Interventions
• Provide specialized treatment for poor readers with language deficits who have 

not responded in Tiers I and II
• Consult with special educators to help make their services maximally beneficial.
• Use a cyclical approach to increase availability to students, i.e. 3:1 Model or 

3X60 min for a grading period.



ωLanguage and literacy development.
ωPragmatic Language
ωAssessment and intervention.

SLPs have a unique knowledge and 
skill set about:



Using these knowledge and skills,
SLPs can:

• Explain the role that language plays in curriculum, 
assessment, and instruction, as a basis for appropriate 
program design. 

• Explain the interconnection between                spoken and 
written language. 

• Explain behavior problems that might be secondary to 
language problems.

• Identify and analyze existing literature on scientifically 
based literacy assessment and intervention approaches. 



Using these knowledge and skills, 
SLPs can:

• Assist in the selection of screening measures. 
• Help identify systemic patterns of student need with 

respect to language skills. 
• Assist in the selection of scientifically based literacy 

intervention. 
• Plan for and conduct professional development on the 

language basis of literacy and learning. 
• Interpret a school's progress in meeting the intervention 

needs of its students, including those reared in poverty 
and those learning English as a second language. 



SLPs can provide information  to 
classroom teachers about:

• Influence of phonology and morphology on word 
recognition and spelling.

• How to organize alphabet instruction more effectively by 
accounting for visual confusability, frequency of 
ƻŎŎǳǊǊŜƴŎŜΣ ŜŀǎŜ ƻŦ ŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǇǊƛƻǊ 
alphabetic knowledge

• How inflectional and derivational morphological 
structures influence general vocabulary development.

(Troia, 2005)



SLPs can provide support  to classroom teachers 
in the instruction of:

• Phonemic awareness

• Word-decoding skills.

• Self-talk to assist in self-regulation

• Social skills for interacting with peers

• Strategies for following directions

• Strategies for reading comprehension

• Note-taking strategies
(Staskowski, 2005)



SLPs can help classroom teachers to:

Adapt academic language 

VReduce linguistic complexity

VMark important information

VProvide concrete examples for abstract 
concepts

VGive and request elaborations

VAdjust the discourse demands to meet the 
needs of struggling students.

(Troia, 2005)



Checklists

• Hamilton County Educational Service Center 
Standards-Based Communication Skills 
Checklists (2007)

• Classroom Performance Assessment (Wiig et. 
al.) 





Teacher, Parent and Student 
Interviews

• Tattershall, Sandra, Language and Learning Needs: A 
Shoulder to Shoulder Collaboration (2001)

• Ennis, McJunkin-Coulter, Mahorney, How to Simplify 
Annual Reviews

• Holzhauser-Peters, Leslie and Diana Huseman, 
Communication Assessment in the School 
Environment (CASE): A Guide to Classroom 
Observation and Strategy Implementation



Classroom Observations

Targeted behaviors can be defined and systematically 
assessed using classroom observation and when 

reviewing work samples.

Different kinds of data can be collected:
VFrequency data
VTime samples
VInterval recordings
VDiscourse analysis
VCommunication sampling



Work Sample Reviews

Curriculum-Based Measures (CBMs)-

• can be collected for the entire class and used as a universal 
screening and/or for struggling learners.  The data can be 
used for progress monitoring and to make RtI tier decisions.

• include data about skills that represent what students are 
expected to master by the end of the year.

National Center on Student Progress Monitoring, 
http://www.studentprogress.org/chart/chart.asp

http://www.studentprogress.org/chart/chart.asp


*Mom^went^to^the^stor today^to^buy^some ornges,^         9         
graps and^apples.#*The^cost^of^the^grosheries was^         8          
three^dollars^and^fifty^cents.#*Then^she^took^the^       10    
grosheris home^and^put^them^in^the^refrigerator.#          7          
the^next^day^I^looked^in^the ȵrefrigerater^and^all^of^    11
the^frut^was^gone.# my^brother^took^them^all^to^his^   11          
room                                                                                        0                                
Total Words                                                                         56

CBM for Writing

Number of writing units that are written in the correct order
This can be used to look at the overall written language skills of the student.  The SLP can look at 
semantics and syntax and all the mechanics of written language.  The evaluator can look at each 
pair of words to see if they belong together in the sentence.  
*  was marked for starting sentence with a capital letter.
^  was given when a pair of words were used and spelled correctly.
#  was made when correct punctuation was used. 



Work Sample Reviews

Rubrics: good way to collect data about writing 
or conversational samples, retelling a story, 
creating a story, etc.

For ideas about designing rubrics:
• http://www.teach-nology.com/web_tools/rubrics/

• http://www.rubrician.com/language.htm

http://www.teach-nology.com/web_tools/rubrics/
http://www.teach-nology.com/web_tools/rubrics/
http://www.teach-nology.com/web_tools/rubrics/
http://www.rubrician.com/language.htm


Structured Probes

Can be designed to:
• determine a sampling of what students can show they 

know in a particular communication area. 
• compare the individual child to peers and to evaluate 

specific problem areas. 
• take the form of cloze procedures (fill-in-the-blank) and 

can assess the performance in areas such as rhyming, 
understanding multiple meanings, sound blending, etc.

Ennis etal designed and collected a series of language probes for 
grades 1-8 in their publication How to Simplify Annual Reviews: 
Informal Language Assessment



At Every Tier

Data

Guides

Instruction


