OHIO’S EARLY LEARNING CONTENT STANDARDS (ELCS)
The Early Learning Content Standards were developed by the Ohio Department of Education (ODE) to  define the knowledge and skills that serve as the foundation for meaningful early learning experiences. They identify essential concepts and skills that children are expected to have acquired by the end of preschool. 

They include 4 areas of learning:
1. English / Language Arts

2. Mathematics

3. Science

4. Social Studies

Preschool curriculum is designed to address the Early Learning Content Standards.  Preschool teachers use the standards to guide curriculum and instructional planning and implementation for all preschool students in their programs.
Part of the role as an SLP in the early childhood setting is to link communication goals to the Early Learning Content Standards. When an evaluation team identifies a child as having a disability, the main questions that the team answers is: 
Does this child’s disability affect his/her involvement and progress in the general curriculum? 
If so, what does this child with a disability need to progress in the general curriculum? 
For children with disabilities, the Individual Education Plan (IEP) is the tool to address areas of need and ensure access and progress in the general curriculum/developmentally appropriate activities.

The IEP team then designs a plan to determine goals and objectives and services to allow the child to have involvement and progress in the general curriculum. 
Communication is essential to all content areas. Familiarity with the Early Learning Content Standards will help with the development of IEP goals and objectives. 
Preschool SLPs should use these standards as a guide to make sure they are targeting areas of language that are related to and provide the speech/language underpinnings of the Early Learning Content Standards. 
For more information or a complete list of the Early Learning Content Standards, see the Ohio Department of Education website: 
http://www.ode.state.oh.us/GD/Templates/Pages/ODE/ODEPrimary.aspx?Page=2&TopicID=463&TopicRelationID=1389

