USING PLAY TO FACILITATE LANGUAGE PRODUCTION
The following are some suggested strategies to facilitate language production during play.  If necessary, model the appropriate responses.

· Activate an electronic toy that has an on/off switch or a non-electronic toy that is difficult for the child to operate independently (wind- up toy, jack in the box).  If the toy has an on/off switch, do not let the child see you turn the switch to the off mode.  Wait for the child to ask for help.

· Give the child a toy in a clear zipper bag or tightly closed container.  Wait for the child to ask for assistance in opening the bag/container. 

· Have the child complete an activity that has a missing piece; for example a puzzle, or an activity that requires a tool for completion. 

· Place a few favorite toys or items within sight but out of reach, or partially hide a few objects.  If necessary, point to or comment on objects to encourage a comment or request by the child.

· Allow/ask the child to choose between two items, but give the child the object he or she did not choose.  Wait for a comment or a protest.

· Blow bubbles a few times, close the bubbles jar tightly and hand it to the child.  Wait to see how the child communicates that he or she wants to continue the activity.
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