USING PLAY TO FACILITATE LANGUAGE COMPREHENSION
The following are useful when facilitating a child’s language comprehension skills during play:
· Follow the child’s lead, observing and responding to his or her interest in particular topics, objects and activities.

· Be aware of the amount of talking you do.  Pause often, and wait after making comments, requests and questions to encourage the child to take a turn, to respond or to initiate.

· Monitor your use of questions, asking authentic, open-ended (“I wonder what would happen if…”) instead of closed-ended questions such as yes/no questions which will stop the back and forth exchange of communication.  Make comments about the materials.  Describe what you are doing.

· Provide choices in objects and activities.

· Toys that are broken or have parts that move elicit interest.  Wind-up toys are great.

· If there is another person who is interacting with the child, (adult or peer), have that person model responses.  This person will take some of the attention and pressure off of the child to perform.
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