DATA COLLECTION IN THE EARLY CHILDHOOD SETTING
Data collection or progress monitoring is important for several reasons:
· To determine if the intervention is working. It is the way an SLP documents progress. If a child is not making progress, then the intervention should be changed in some way.
· To be able to decide when mastery has occurred or when to move to the next step.

· To make decisions about services. For example, the amount of service a child needs is often based on the progress the child is making.
· To meet the legal obligation of IDEIA progress must be documented. 
· To defend services if a case is ever taken to due process. Data would provide a defensible means of protection against litigation.
· To provide accountability for parents.  Data will be proof that IEP obligations to see the child have been met.
For legal purposes, it is recommended that data sheets be kept for each child’s services and progress for 7 years. These should be accessible for the district to provide should a due process hearing occur or if there are other reasons for tracking services and progress.  
Data sheets should include:
· Targeted IEP objective(s) either written out or by number as on IEP. 
· Date and # of minutes spent with child.
· Condition (i.e. small group/one on one)

· Location (i.e. classroom, speech room, etc.)

· Information about the activity (i.e. read book, played game, etc.)
· Information regarding performance (i.e. % accurate responses, # of times a behavior occurred). This information should match the objective being targeted and the criterion on the IEP.

· Observations/anecdotal information.
· Information regarding why a child was NOT seen (i.e. absence, snow day, special assemblies, etc.)

The more information collected, the more accurate progress can be reported to parents. 
Other documentation might include:
· Homework/ home activities. 

· Classroom activities that are provided.
· Consultation time and what type of consultation was done. This may include communication with parents, teachers or other members of the school team.
· Communication with private therapists.
