Syntax - is the system governing the order and combination of words to form sentences and the relationships among the elements within a sentence.

Syntax refers to the rule system for combining words or symbols into meaningful phrases and sentences, including the parts of speech, word order, and sentence structure. Syntactic complexity can be analyzed in several ways.  It can be measured by examining morphological structure.

Mean Length of Utterance (MLU)…

has been found to be a reliable predictor of the child’s syntactic abilities.  The MLU corresponds to chronological age as well as the stages of linguistic development, as described by Brown (1973). MLU is computed by dividing the number of morphemes in a sample by the total number of utterances in the sample.  Brown noted that the MLU increased predictably each year up to about 4 years of age.

When the child’s use of morphemes is beyond 4.5, content and sentence structure are more appropriate indices of language development.

Predicting Chronological Age from Mean Length of Utterance








  Predicted

  Predicted








chronological 
                age + 1 SD

Brown’s Stage

MLU


___             age*____________middle 68%

Early Stage I


1.01


     19.1

   
16.4-21.8





1.50


     23.0

   
18.5-27.5

Late Stage I


1.60


     23.8                           19.3-28.3





2.00


     26.9                           21.5-32.3

Stage II



2.10


     27.7

   
22.3-33.1





2.50


     30.8          

23.9-37.7

Stage III


2.60

                  31.6                           24.7-38.5





3.00


     34.8

   
28.0-41.6

Early Stage IV


3.10


     35.6

   
28.8-42.4





3.50


     38.7

   
30.8-46.6

Late Stage IV/


3.60


     39.5

   
31.6-47.4

Early Stage V


4.00


     42.6

   
36.7-48.5

Late Stage V


4.10


     43.4

   
37.5-49.3





4.50


     46.6

   
40.3-52.9

Post Stage V


4.60


     47.3

   
41.0-53.6





5.10


     51.3

   46.9-59.7





5.60


     55.2
         
   46.8-63.6





6.00


     58.3

   49.9-66.7

*Age is predicted from the equation: Age (in months) = 11.199 + 7.857 (MLU). Computed from obtained standard deviations. 
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