PRESCHOOL ELIGIBILITY
· 2008 Operating Standards for Ohio Educational Agencies Serving Children with Disabilities:
http://education.ohio.gov/GD/Templates/Pages/ODE/ODEDetail.aspx?page=3&TopicRelationID=1540&ContentID=28143&Content=71170
Rule 3301-51-11 Preschool Students with Disabilities is on pages 174-185.
· Summaries of Rule 3301-51-11 Preschool Students with Disabilities

1.  Preschool 3301-51-11: http://www.omnie.org/Whats%20New/guidelines%20for%20regular%20and%20spec%20ed%20procedures.html

2.  Preschool Evaluations-Outside the Box 
Methods of Evaluation

All 4 methods of evaluation must be used when determining eligibility:

· Information from Part C if transitioning from early intervention services.

· Structured observations in more than one setting/activity.

· Information from parent or caregiver.

· Criterion-referenced and normed-referenced evaluations.

Evaluation Team

A group of qualified professionals and the parent of the child shall use the above information to determine if the child has a disability and is eligible for special education and related services as preschool child with a disability.

If there is insufficient data to make a determination, the team will need to decide what additional data is needed.

 No one source of information can make a child ineligible.

Developmental Domains to be Assessed

These eight developmental domains are to be assessed using at least one method of evaluation:

· Adaptive Behavior

· Cognition

· Communication

· Hearing

· Vision

· Sensory/Motor Function

· Social and Emotional Functioning

· Behavioral Functioning

Part C

All children are eligible for services on their third birthday.  Children transitioning from Part C and found eligible for preschool special education are required to have and IEP by their third birthday.

A school district must ensure that resources are available to conduct evaluations during summer months.

Disability Categories

A preschool child with a disability must be eligible in one of these fourteen categories:

Autism




Cognitive Disability

Deaf-blindness


Deafness

Emotional Disturbance 

Hearing Impairment


Multiple Disabilities


Orthopedic Impairment

Other Health Impairment

Specific Learning Disability

Speech or Language Impairment
Traumatic Brain Injury



Visual Impairment


Developmental Delay

First step in determining eligibility is to see if the child fits one of the disability categories other than developmental delay.  If the child is eligible under one of these categories, that is the disability:

Autism




Cognitive Disability

Deaf-blindness


Deafness

Emotional Disturbance 

Hearing Impairment


Multiple Disabilities


Orthopedic Impairment

Other Health Impairment

Specific Learning Disability

Traumatic Brain Injury

Visual Impairment

Speech or Language Impairment



“Developmental delay” means a child of 3 to 5 years who is experiencing a delay as determined by an evaluation team, IEP team, or other qualified professionals in one or more following areas of development:

I. Physical development;

II. Cognitive development;

III. Communication development;

IV. Social or emotional development; or

V. Adaptive development.

 “Developmental delay” may be used in place of:

I.    
Cognitive disability;

II.    
Emotional disturbance;

III. Speech or language impairment

if the team decides to use this label in lieu of the other category labels.

If, after reviewing all the evaluation data, the child is not eligible for special education under any of the 13 disability categories (other than developmental delay), the team can decide if the data indicates a developmental delay in one of the original developmental domains: 

· Adaptive Behavior

· Cognition

· Communication

· Hearing

· Vision

· Sensory/Motor Function

· Social and Emotional Development

· Behavioral Functioning

Preschool Eligibility Scenarios 

1.   Child fits a disability category.

2.   Child fits a disability category of 

· Cognitive disability

· Emotional disturbance, or

· Speech or language impairment 

AND

· Team determines use of developmental delay is more appropriate.

3.   Child does not fit disability category but is eligible under developmental delay.

