DEVELOPING EARLY LITERACY:  REPORT OF THE NATIONAL EARLY LITERACY PANEL FOR AGES BIRTH THROUGH FIVE YEARS 
Emergent Literacy Skills that consistently predict later literacy achievement:
· Alphabet Knowledge  (AK):  knowledge of the names and sounds associated with printed letters

· Phonological Awareness  (PK):  the ability to detect,  manipulate, or analyze the auditory aspects of spoken language (including the ability to distinguish or segment words, syllables, or phonemes) 

· Rapid Automatic Naming  (RAN)  of letters or digits:  the ability to rapidly to rapidly name a sequence of random letters or digits

· RAN of objects or colors:  the ability to rapidly name a sequence of repeating random sets of pictures of objects (e.g., “car, tree, house, man”) or colors

· Writing or Writing Name:  the ability to write letters in isolation on request or to write one’s own name

· Phonological Memory:  the ability to remember spoken information for a short period of time

· Concepts about print:  knowledge of print conventions  (e.g., left-right, front-back) and concepts  (book cover,  author, text)

· Print knowledge:  a combination of elements of alphabetic knowledge, concepts about print, and early decoding

· Reading readiness:  a combination of alphabetic knowledge, concepts of print, vocabulary, memory, and phonological awareness
· Oral language:  the ability to produce or comprehend spoken language, including vocabulary and grammar

· Visual processing:  the ability to match or discriminate visually presented symbols.

Statistically significant instructional practices that enhance early literacy skills:

· Code-focused interventions:  Interventions designed to teach children skills related to cracking the alphabetic code.  Most code-focused interventions included phonological knowledge.
· Shared-reading interventions:  Interventions involving reading books to children.  These interventions included shared reading and various forms of reader-child interactions around the material being read.

· Parent and home programs:  Interventions using parents as agents of intervention.  Parents are taught instructional techniques to use with their children to stimulate children’s emergent literacy, linguistic or cognitive development. 
· Language-enhancement interventions:  Interventions that are aimed at improving young children’s language development.

· Preschool and kindergarten programs:  Included studies of educational programs, curricula, or policies.
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