LITERACY TECHNIQUES FOR SLPs IN PRESCHOOL CLASSROOMS
1. Use a balanced approach with young children:
Teach literacy skills within the context of authentic literacy events. 

Reflective Questions:
What are your literacy goals? How are they incorporated into your curriculum activities and experiences? How do you introduce sound and symbol relationships?

2. Help children with the “concepts of print”:
As you read stories and create shared letters and experience charts help children understand the terminology and meaning of a letter, a word, spaces in between words, moving from left to right, top to bottom, one to one correspondence, a page, a story, the cover, the author, illustrator, etc.

3. Take time to reconstruct what was learned through activities and experiences into literacy experiences:
Integrate literacy – reading and writing – into all curriculum content – math, science, social studies, etc.:

· An experiment with objects that sink or float can be organized and graphed.

· Selecting names for the new class pet.

· Constructing and writing down rules for play in the woodworking area.

· Charting survey information: I like chocolate milk. I like white milk.

Reflective Questions:
How many ways do your children get a chance at using their print knowledge and skills? How many ways are you incorporating teaching into your curriculum activities? When do you do it? Why do you do it that way?

4. Provide time in the schedule or make use of the library area for independent reading.
Reflective Questions:

Is reading valued such that children are encouraged to visit books as part of the routine? Are children encouraged to take books home to share with the family?

5.   Make use of volunteer time to read to small groups or individual children throughout the day.

Reflective Questions:
How are volunteers informed of your literacy curriculum? Do they understand their role in helping children learn to read and write? How comfortable are they in reading stories to young children? How have you helped them learn how to read a story?

6.  Develop a deeper understanding of the meaning of stories through related projects – art drama, rewriting the story, story extensions, props in the housekeeping or block area and through re-visitations to the same story.

Reflective Questions:
How do you make stories come alive for children? How do you help children demonstrate the many ways that they know something? How many times have you re-read the story? How have your engaged children in the dialogue about the story? What is your plan when you re-read – what skills, knowledge about literacy, and thinking abilities are you striving for?

7.  Model good literacy practices. 
Let your children and families see you engaged in reading and writing activities. Children who value reading and writing often come from homes where it is given much value.

Reflective Questions:
How have you let your children and families know of your love of reading? Of learning? Do you share your favorite children’s books with the class? Do you visit the children’s library or bookstores regularly to keep informed of what is available and of interest to children? Do you attend workshops given through your local library or book store that will help you become better informed about quality children’s literature?

8.   Reading and writing are problem solving activities. 
Don’t give children answers all of the time. Help them think through the problem:

What sounds do you hear?

What letter does it start with?

Do you see a word that is just like this one?

How would you make that letter?

Reflective Questions:
Do you understand how children come to think and learn about literacy? Do you know the cognitive goals within your curriculum? Do you know how to develop problem solving and critical thinking skills in young children? How aware are you of the brain research and implications for curriculum and teaching? 

9. Literacy curriculum is shared by SLP's and Preschool Teachers. 
The best approach is working as a team to develop the best environment and literacy activities together. 

