EARLY LITERACY PRACTICES FOR PRESCHOOL CLASSROOMS
1. Construct a rich literacy environment in the classroom.
Early childhood educators construct environments that are rich with literacy materials for both reading and writing. The reading area is created to display books in an inviting manner. The writing area is created to encourage children to write and create written products. It has pens, markers, a variety of papers, envelopes, stamps, blank books, children's names, theme related words, an alphabet reference chart and any other material that will encourage children to explore writing. Creation of books by young children enhances thinking skills.

Other classroom centers such as dramatic play and science may also have books and writing materials incorporated so that children learn that they can refer to books for information and write for functional purposes. In addition, waiting lists may be developed for favorite activities, notebooks may be incorporated in the dramatic play restaurant theme so that 'an order' could be written down. 

Reflective Questions:
Does environment suggest that literacy has a value and is considered important? 

What kinds of materials are available to the children to explore the meanings and uses of literacy? What forms of reading material are incorporated into the learning centers – magazines, telephone directories, etc. in the housekeeping area? Reference books in the science and math areas? A children’s library inside the classroom?

Is there an adult library that includes books for families and teachers? Are professional journals available? What is your budget for purchasing books? 

2. Read every day, more than once a day.
Construct the weekly schedule to include whole group, small group and time for individual readings with children.

Reflective Questions:
Do you have enough personnel for individual reading to children? Can the team all help to participate in literacy activities? What can you do to instill a love for literature in the children? NOTE: Children who haven't been read to at home, need MORE reading time.

3. Select quality children’s literature.
A variety of types of books are typically included in preschool classrooms. These would include: 
1) non-fiction [i.e. science, nature, animal facts,etc.], 
2) story books from a variety of authors , 
3) simple flap books, 
4) books about life scripts and children's experiences, 
5) books with rhymes, 
6) alphabet books, and 
7) picture books with clear and inviting illustrations.
Usually books are picked for a particular classroom theme and then changed when another theme is introduced. However, children's favorites can be kept in baskets in the reading area so that they can hear them repeatedly. There are many ways to read to children. One primary goal would be to 'converse' around the book. This format invites children's questions, comments and sharing information. Often conversations around books happen after repeated readings when the child knows the content of the book. Conversations are important in developing all language formats.

Books with patterns, rhymes, and poetry help children recognize that words have similarities and differences with regard to how they sound. These help with phonemic awareness skills.

Reflective Questions:
 Is there a range of children’s books that include alphabet, number, poetry, fiction and non-fiction books of high quality? 

Are the books well displayed? Are they organized so that they children know how to access them easily? Have children been taught how to use and care for books? Is there a school library? If not, what other resource can be used so that children get books? How many times do children and families go to the library? (This knowledge can help with planning how much literacy experience each child may need.)
4. Provide classroom opportunities for writing.
The most important letters in the alphabet for young children are those that are in their names. Use children’s names – they are one of the most meaningful introductions to the world of print.

Reflective Questions:
How many ways and in what manner are children’s names used as an entree into literacy? Do children get to print their names throughout the day for a variety of activities including: 
1)waiting lists, 
2) to save some of their buildings, 
3) make a choice, 
4) agree to a set of constructed rules for an activity, and 

5) thank someone for their kindness.
5. Provide classroom opportunities for interactive writing.
Interactive writing is an activity in which children and teachers construct stories and experiences together, using their own writing. Young children learn to write following a developmental progression:

1. random scribbling,

2.  drawing.  
3. linear/repetitive marks,  
4.  letterlike forms or letter approximations,  
5.  writes letters of first name,

6.  letter strings or conventional letter forms,

7.  invented spelling,

8.  conventional spelling,

9.  generates ideas for writing with assistance,

10. produces writing approximations for a variety of purposes (e.g. news, note to a friend, story, etc.)

Reflective Questions:
Do all team members understand the writing process? Are the children encouraged to make their own books, using their own illustrations and writing with whatever means they can? Is the children's work displayed in the classroom rather than commercially produced displays? How is the children’s work displayed? What does it communicate to children and families – that work is respected? Or that anything children make is acceptable? Do children only see commercial creations in the room? Do teachers refer to the work that is displayed? Do children revisit their work?

