Autism Spectrum Disorder
Overview
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CORE ISSUES to Understahd'ih“g-
ASD

NNeurobehavi oral o S
Not a mental iliness/emotional disturbance
Not a severe behavioral disorder

A Developmental Disorder
A Dysfunction of CNS

Differences noted in several areas of the brain

Process information differently
A Confusion, overload, misinterpretation,
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CORE ISSUES to Understanding
ASD

Identification:
A Onset In first 3 years of life

A Characteristic Challenges in areas of:

Socialization
Communication
Restricted, repetitive, patterns of behavior, interests

Other areas of challenge to consider:
A Sensory responses

~

A Behavioral issues
A Variation in cognitive strengths and challenges
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CORE ISSUES to
Understanding ASD

A ASDisann u mb r éetm used to
describe individuals that exhibit some
variation of a core set of features

A Also referred to aBervasive
Developmental Disorder (PDD)
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Autism Spectrum Disorder

A Autism Spectrum Disorder
ACommunication - -
ASocial M
ARestrictive Repetitive

Behaviors
- Pervasive Developmental Disorder
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What Do We Know? | gg

1 Incidence of 15 per 10,000

Some cases A 1 per 1000 to 1 to 150
7 Ratio of maletofemale3 -4to1l
7 5 times as common as Down Syndrome

q9 3 times as common as Juvenile
Diabetes
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What Do We Know?

| s I ncrease I ninincid
Better recognition/reporting
Expanded diagnostic criteria

Inclusion of children with severe
MR

Inclusion of children with above
average intelligence
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Autism:
What Do We Know?

ASD has both a: TN\O

“~ N\ |/ v
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1 Medical Diagnosis/“gg%\v
|dentification }Ef

| and
sEducational Identification
=3 N
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Autism:
What Do We Know?

A Recent research indicates 1 in 150
Individuals haveASD

A Autism Is growing at a rate of 1017 %
per year

A Autism is 4 times more prevalent in boys
than girls


http://www.autism-society.org/site/News2?page=NewsArticle&id=9289

and

Ohio Department of Education
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491

Age 621

2,217

9,059

Age 321

2,543

9,469

Reported by the State of Ohio in accordance with Section 618 of IDEA to U.S. Department of Education, Office of

Special Education Programs
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Educational Definition (IDEA)

e ANAuti s mo ndevalopmental disability
significantly affecting verbal and non -verbal
communication  and social interactions
generally evident  before age 3 , that adversely
affects @aducatonal perfbrsnance
Other characteristics often associated with
autism are engagement in repetitive _ activities
and stereotyped movements , resistance to
environmental change or change in routine ,
and unusual responsesto  sensory
experiences. The term does not apply if a
chil ddébs educati onal perf ol
affected primarily because the child has a
serious emotional disturbance, as defined in
paragraph (b)(9) of this section.

11



Medical Model: DSM- IV g%
bl
Pervasive Developmental Disorder

(PDD)
c Autistic Disorder

C Retts DiSOrder(identified a genetic component will
not be included under PDD in DSMV)

¢ Childhood Disintegrative Disorder
CAsperger 0s Syndr ome

¢ Pervasive Developmental DisordeNot

Otherwise Specified ( PDENOS) .
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Comparison of Medical Criteria and
Educational Identification of Autism

DSM IV IDEA

A PDD A Developmental Disorder

A Qualitative impairment in social A  Affecting social interaction
Interaction A  Affecting verbal/nonverbal

A Qualitative impairment in A Restrictive/repetitive or stereo
communication typic behaviors

A Restrictive/repetitive or A Generally evident before 3 yr.
Stereotypic behaviors A Lists characteristics but does not

A Delays in at least one of three require specific number
areas

A Requires six or more A Unusual responses to sensory
characteristics stimuli

A No direct comparison A Adversely affects educational

A No direct comparison performance

A Diagnosis by MD/PhD A Evaluation by educational team

13



Autism Spectrum Continuum

Social Interaction/  Appears withdrawn/Passive —Active but Odd

Communication Non-verbal Verbal
(Uneven expressive/receptive communication skills)

Restrictive, Simple Complex
Repetitive Nature  (Stereotyped motor movements to complex and
Intense routines)

Cognitive Skills (MR)Severe Gifted (Savant)
Sensory Hypo -sensitive Hypersensitive
Motor skills:

Gross Motor Awkward Agile

Fine Motor Uncoordinated Coordinated

(Sensory issues often affect performance in this area)
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Characteristics
(Core Features)
of ASD
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Core Features of Autism

Challenges:must be‘identified:in .each
of the following three'areas:

1.. Socralization

2.. Communicatien

Rematibavecsteypot3aim/ Behaviors
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