Won’t students with significant cognitive disabilities miss out on learning functional life skills if they are participating in academic content learning?
Teaching academic content learning does not mean that functional life skills cannot also be taught in the classroom.  In fact, the student’s IEP can still address these functional goals as well as the standards-based goals.  However, areas of content and literacy learning provide a very rich and meaningful foundation for functional applications.  When we use the essence of the content standards to select learning materials, we are focusing on the knowledge and skills that are needed for all students.   

Because these students with significant cognitive disabilities were typically excluded from academic content learning for many years, we do not yet know the potential that may exist when they are provided the opportunity to participate.  
