Where do I begin? (Wallach, 2009)

1.  First you as a clinician need to understand the demands of the curriculum, starting with the textbook and the instructional style/ demands of the teacher. 

2.  Next you as the clinician need to acquire a clear understanding of the language/literacy demands of the content area subjects.  The SLP needs to consider the language knowledge and skills that underlie academic tasks. For example in science and social studies look for the  connecting words used to denote time, comparisons, cause effect, etc.; technical terms ( prefixes, suffixes), interlocking definitions, categorization systems; interpreting not only what is read but also timelines, graphics, pictures and documents; and critical and inferencing skills needed.  Having a copy of the academic content standards of each grade level will assist in seeing the language demands in each content area.

3.  For interventions, combine general (meta-cognitive) and linguistically based (meta-linguistic) techniques to assist students in becoming more strategic in approaching their school tasks. An example is K-W-L (What I Know, What I Want to know and What I Learned). Use this with curriculum content from lectures and textbooks, then follow this with the language learned that has helped the student comprehend the content

4.  Emphasize meaning/semantics in macro and micro choices that are made to help the student make connections across text in activities chosen.
a.  A macrostructure analyses is helping the student learn about the author’s purpose   /expository text. Student becomes familiar with the patterns and peculiarities of the text.

          One way to learn about the expository structure of curriculum content is to ask these questions: 

· What does the text say? (How 2 things are the same or different); 

· What is it called? (comparison-contrast) and 

· What are some of the key words? (different, same, alike, similar, but, 


although,)

            A visual map is used to illustrate comparison i.e. Venn Diagram

b.  A microstructure analyses (meta-linguistic approach) includes focusing on tricky words within sentences and    sentences roles in the text. It combines sentence and lexical comprehension.


Step 1: Key words are introduced such as before, prior, after, 





meanwhile, following, etc.

Step 2: Word is used in context from textbook in several sentences. Student is asked how the word” Prior” relates to the sentences.


Step 3:  Phrases are written on separate cards and moved around and asked which one happened first.


Step 4:  Does it make sense?


c.  Text and sentence analysis- macro/micro-connections


Organize a history paragraph by using a chart with the following categories: 
· Time makers, 
· Characters, 
· What’s done, 
· What happened?/outcome, and 
· Other information (names/places/descriptions).
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