What is Alternate Assessment?

In Ohio, all students must participate in statewide assessment that reflects learning achievement from instruction in academic content standards.  Participation options include: 

1) participation in the “regular” statewide assessment without accommodations; 

2) participation in the “regular” statewide assessment with accommodations; or 

3) participation in a state-approved alternate assessment. 

Ohio's alternate assessment is designed for students with the most significant cognitive disabilities. The alternate assessment is a collection of evidence that shows student performance. This collection of evidence documents grade-level content but reflects an alternate level of achievement for each individual student.

The collection of evidence is gathered from instructional activities during a set time period of the school year.  While the classroom teacher is generally the manager of the assessment process, evidence may be collected by other individuals who work with the student, including the speech language pathologist.  Therefore, instructional and therapeutic activities that can be used for alternate assessment must document specific ways in which students demonstrate knowledge and skills relative to the Ohio academic content standards.  
Ohio’s alternate assessment aligns to the state’s academic content standards through applications that represent standards-based knowledge and skills but are reduced in scope or complexity for students with significant cognitive disabilities.  

Read more about Ohio’s Alternate Assessment:

Ohio’s Alternate Assessment for Students with Disabilities (AASWD).  

http://education.ohio.gov/GD/Templates/Pages/ODE/ODEDetail.aspx?Page=3&TopicRelationID=229&Content=74519 

