What are significant cognitive disabilities?

The term “significant cognitive disabilities” refers to individuals who depart substantially from the norm in intellectual functioning.  These individual generally exhibit complex physical, health, sensory and/or communication conditions.  

Participation guidelines for the Ohio Alternate Assessment state that this assessment is appropriate only for students with the most significant cognitive disabilities.     As we know, all students must participate in the state assessment process, which is based on academic content standards of learning.  And in turn, all students must be educated in the general curriculum.  The challenge is to determine what standard-based learning will look like for these students with significant cognitive disabilities.

