Probing a Student’s Knowledge of the Language of the Text Book
Purpose of Textbook

Student’s view of how he/she uses or could use textbook:


Supplement to lecture


Clarifies something not understood in class


Outline of lecture


Helps answers the homework assignment


Tests based on content

Aids memory-visual are helpful


Resource for report 


Use to review to pass the test

Confirms notes


Parent’s guide

Preparation for class discussion
Uses the glossary to define words
1. Semantics- Vocabulary

a. Define core vocabulary already covered or other words needed for 


     
    comprehension. Observe if following present or used after demonstration
· categories

· associations

· attributes

· function 

· comparisons


b. Using core vocabulary, look for relationships among words
· Sort by categories, such as, 

· People words (merchant, ambassador, peasant)
· Actions (exercise, vote, measure)
· Parts of a whole (petal, stem, leaf)
· Find prefixes and suffixes

· Multiple meaning words

· How would you learn the word you didn’t know?
· Are the words concrete or abstract?  Can examples be given for abstract terms?
2. Syntax and Metalingistic skills

a. After you or student reads a passage, can he reference the pronoun?

b. Signal words -Can he identify and use different signal words to comprehend text?

· Time Sequence (first, next, meanwhile, before after)

· Lists of Equal Value (1, 2, 3, (and, plus, or)

· Emphasis words showing degree (most, least, major, longest, first, best)

· Compare/contrast (but, however, similarly)

· Cause/effect (therefore, because, as a result)
· Wrap up (in summary, in conclusion, to review)
3. Scripts of different books

a. How is each chapter/book set up?



Introductions?



Headings?  How do they help you?



Chapter questions at beginning or end of a section? 


Summaries?



Parts of the book glossary, maps, index, table of contents? 

b. Visual prompts in text - have student explain:



Pictures
Charts


Italics


Underlined words


Graphs

Diagrams        

Proper nouns
 
Bold face words
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