Instructional Implications for Students with Significant Cognitive Disabilities: 

The Essence of the Standards in Ohio

Current federal legislation (No Child Left Behind, 2001, and IDEA-04) requires that ALL students, including those with significant cognitive disabilities, should have access to the general curriculum, and demonstrate academic progress in the content areas. For students with significant cognitive disabilities, this does not necessarily mean mastering all of the grade level content.  However, it does mean that some level of achievement must be measured within the context of standards-based instruction.  The content standards may be reduced in depth and breadth for these students.  In other words, we may need to look at the essence, or critical features, of the standard in order to identify and recognize what appropriate knowledge and skills will be.  

In order to determine the essence of the Ohio Academic Content Standards, it is essential to be familiar with the standards, benchmarks and indicators that are described for all students.  These have been well defined and organized in earlier parts of this learning module.  

The document included below presents “instructional targets” which reflect the essence of the standards as relevant to students with significant cognitive disabilities.  All areas of the content standards are addressed, however the target skills have been grouped into grade bands.  This may serve as a resource for identifying the standard-based links to instructional activities for a classroom of students with significant cognitive disabilities.  

