Does research show that students with significant cognitive disabilities learn best with a sight word approach to reading?
In the past, there was a general belief, supported by limited research, that students with significant disabilities learned reading through a sight approach.  Current studies have concluded that many students can and will learn through methods that are recommended for all students, including components of phonemic awareness, phonics, vocabulary, comprehension and fluency.  Modifications to reading instruction will be necessary, and some skill learning may develop more slowly or at a later age.  Continued research is much need to help us know the most effective reading strategies for this population of students.
