Designing Standard-Based Instructional Activities

What Does the Research Say?

The research obtained directly on effective instructional strategies for students with significant disabilities in areas of academic leaning is minimal at this time.   A few of the reviews are addressed here:

Browder, D.M. & Cooper-Duffy, K. (2003). Evidence-based practices for students with severe disabilities and the requirement for accountability in “No Child Left Behind.” Journal of Special Education, 37, 157-163.
· Students with severe disabilities can learn functional skills that relate to major life domains (Review by Snell, 1997)

· Fewer than 10% of studies with students with severe disabilities have focused on academics (Nietupski, Hamre-Nietupski, Curtin, & Shrikanth, 1997)

· Several studies show students with severe MR learned sight words (Browder & Xin, 1998)

· At least 10 studies show students with severe MR learned math skills of time; money (Browder & Grasso, 1999)

· At least one study shows students can learn access skills (e.g., grasp/release; choice making) in context of general education class academic lesson.  Hunt, Staub, Alwell, & Goetz (1994)

Erickson, K., Hanser, G., Hatch, P., and Sanders, E. (2007).  Research-Based Practices for Creating Access to the General Curriculum in Reading and Literacy for Students with Significant Intellectual Disabilities.  Center for Literacy & Disability Studies,  University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill:

· The extensive review of the current research-based literature showed that for many years research and teaching focused on functional sight word reading.  

· The review was based on the assumption that students with significant cognitive disabilities can successfully access the general curriculum while learning to read, write and communicate if they are afforded access to high-quality instruction that reflects what we understand about instructional approaches in the mainstream.  

· While we are waiting on research, instructional programs should address the five areas of reading addressed by the National Reading Panel (2002):  phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension.

Therefore, current practice indicates that students with significant disabilities should be instructed through research-based practices that follow the model of the mainstream population, yet within modified content that aligns to the essence of academic content standards.  

This is a list of some of the commercially available programs that address areas of reading instruction that includes components of the National Reading Panel’s guideline, yet have modification that may be appropriate for students with significant disabilities:

· Unique Learning System:  Product of N2Y Inc. www.uniquelearningsystem.com
· MEville to WEville:  Product of AbleNet, Inc. www.ablenetinc.com 

· Early Literacy Skill Builders:  Product of Attainment www.AttainmentCompany.com 

With a focus on literacy learning within the academic content standards, the speech language pathologist will to play a significant role in the design of instructional materials for the classroom.

· Speech language pathologists can offer valuable input on the re-creation of text materials by reducing the language load.  Reduced sentence length and predictable text formats may provide the necessary modification that will facilitate text engagement and understanding.  

· Collaboration with the classroom teacher on standard-based activities that make a connection to real-world applications for the student.  Build communication therapy within the context of the classroom learning activities.

· Consider and evaluate the communication needs of the student with regards to his or her ability to access literacy learning materials and activities.  Explore augmentative communication strategies and devices that can be integrated into the classroom learning experiences.

Further Reading:

Communication Services and Supports for Individuals With Severe Disabilities: FAQs. National Joint Committee for the Communication Needs of Persons with Severe Disabilities (NJC)

http://www.asha.org/NJC/faqs-literacy.htm
