Hearing Loss in Children

Risk Factors
Hearing loss in the school aged child is typically the result of a medical problem. Through early identification, prompt medical treatment may be provided. Presented are some common behavioral and physical symptoms of hearing loss which may assist in your screening for hearing loss.

Behavioral:

· Student fails to “pay attention” in class

· Student gives the wrong answer to simple questions

· Student hears better when watching the speaker’s face

· Student’s hearing seems to fluctuate

· Student may be functioning below his potential ability

· Student may ask for repetition

· Student may have a speech and/or language disorder

· Student’s voice quality may be excessively loud

· Student may be withdrawn and not socialize readily with other classmates

· Student may pull at one or both ears

· Student may turn his heard to one side to listen

Physical:
· Student has frequent colds which seem to last a long time

· Student has frequent ear aches or infections

· Student has frequent bouts of tonsillitis or allergies

· Student voice is “nasally” most of the time even though he may not have cold

· Student breaths more through the mouth than through the nose

· Student’s ears are draining fluid

· Student has received past treatment for hearing and/or ear related problems

