Hearing Aid Section

How Does A Hearing Aid Work?

· Every hearing aid has one or more microphones that pick up sound from the environment (acoustic signal)

· The hearing aid takes this acoustic signal and converts it to an electrical signal that is amplified and adapted to the individuals hearing loss. These changes are typically made on a computer. 

· Finally, the receiver takes the amplified electrical signal and converts it back to an acoustic signal and sends it into the ear! 
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*Hearing aid can’t and won’t restore normal hearing! 

*Hearing aids can only AMPLIFY sounds; they can not prevent or eliminate the distortion resulting from the hearing loss.

*Just because the child hears you doesn’t mean that they understand you. Even with hearing aids, a child with a hearing impairment is putting forth much more effort than a child with normal hearing to keep with daily activities. They have to “work” to listen. 

*Hearing aids run on batteries that must be changed periodically. You (or the child) should have extra batteries on hand in case of an emergency. 

How Do I Know it’s Working?!?

Daily Procedures:
-according to IDEA, must check to ensure proper functioning everyday.


Ling 6 Sound Test (link to word doc)


Biological Listening Check (link to word doc)


Purchasing a Listening Test kit (link to word doc or websites)





* Hearing Aid Checklist 
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Troubleshooting 101: 

*Does it need a new battery?
*Is it clogged with wax?

*Is it turned on?  (Should be in the “M” position)

*More troubleshooting information (link to website)
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