INSTRUCTIONAL TIPS FOR STUDENTS WITH HEARING LOSS
Classroom Accommodations

· Preferential seating- usually not front row first seat- consider the best auditory and visual situation for teacher and peers (also think about heating/air conditioner/hall noise, etc.)

· Provide a clear view of your face- Students with hearing loss need lipreading and facial expression cues to understand information in the classroom.  Avoid standing in shadows and glare; avoid obstructing your face

· Use normal hearing peers as learning partners/notetaker

· Identify student speaking by using the student’s name.  Localization in the classroom is impossible

· Repeat or Rephrase Student questions and  comments

· Summarize Key Topics and Vocabulary

· To determine comprehension, do not ask “yes/no” questions.  Ask student to summarize

· Acoustic Highlighting- enhances the audibility of the spoken message
· Pre and Post Teach Vocabulary Lists.  

· Prepare student for test formats and classroom routines
· Inservice  Staff early in the year (teachers, bus drivers, gym, art, cafeteria).  Leave detailed notes for substitute teacher
· Inservice Peers early in the school year.  Helps minimize teasing/bullying.
· Be sensitive to the student’s difficulty in listening and overhearing.

· “Level of Effort”

· Wait Time!  Allow child with hearing loss to process auditory information

· Be Open, Candid, and Maintain a Sense of Humor.  Help the student to develop a sense of humor too!
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Instructional Tips for Students with Hearing Loss, continued
Hearing Assistive Technology Accommodations

· Remember the Big 3!  Noise (internal and external sources), Distance (stay within earshot), and Reverberation (“bouncing” sound waves or echo)

· Personal FM and/or Soundfield is NON-NEGOTIABLE!  The relationship of the speech to noise should be a positive #

· Pass around microphone is helpful for student participation.  Teach others the importance of technology
· Acoustic modifications/Accommodations (carpet, tennis balls, drapes, shapes, window treatments, close classroom windows and classroom door)

· Hearing Aid/Cochlear Implant/FM check Daily.  Use the Ling Six (Seven) Sound Test.  Record on Amplification Checklist
· Use Auditory Cueing Techniques (“listen” to gain attention, Pointing to your ear to cue them to verbalize).  Teach ALL students to find and look at the speaker, track who is talking
· Use Visual Aids Often (Smartboard, Blackboard, captioning, CART/C-Print,  charts, notes)
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