Hearing Aids

*Hearing aid can’t and won’t restore normal hearing! 

*Hearing aids can only AMPLIFY sounds; they can not prevent or eliminate the distortion resulting from the hearing loss.

*Just because the child hears you doesn’t mean that they understand you. Even with hearing aids, a child with a hearing impairment is putting forth much more effort than a child with normal hearing to keep with daily activities. They have to “work” to listen. 

*Hearing aids run on batteries that must be changed periodically. You (or the child) should have extra batteries on hand in case of an emergency. 

How Do I Know it’s Working?!?





* Ling 6 Sound Test




* Hearing Aid Checklist





[image: image1.wmf]









Troubleshooting 101: 

*Does it need a new battery?
*Is it clogged with wax?

*Is it turned on?  (Should be in the “M” position)



How To Do a Listening Check

Hearing Aid
1. Connect Listening Tube/Stethoscope to canal portion of the earmold or hearing aid (ITE). 

2. Make sure the hearing aid is turned on.

3. Listen to the sound quality.

a. Does the signal sound clear? 

b. Is there any distortion, static or internal noise? 

c. Does the signal cut in and out? Does it cut out if there is movement of the hearing aid or if you press on the case?

d. Does the signal gradually get louder and softer as you manipulate the volume wheel?

i. Does the wheel turn easily?

ii. There should not be breaks in the sounds as you change the volume.

iii. Volume wheel may be disabled, especially if the student is young. 

Caution: 

· If the listening tube is not properly connected to the end of the earmold/hearing aid, it will create feedback, a loud squealing sound. This can be very loud! 

· If the hearing aid is a “power” aid or has a lot of gain, it may be very loud.

· If there is a vent on the earmold, it will need to be covered during the listening check to prevent feedback. 
Hearing Aid: Visual Inspection
1. Earmold: 

· A properly fitting earmold should not feedback (squeal) once it’s in the child’s ear. 

· If the child is complaining that  his/her ear hurts, look for any redness or sores when the earmold is out. The earmold could be rubbing against the ear. 

· Look for cracks in the earmold. Also, check to make sure the sound opening is not clogged with wax as this could prevent sound transmission into the ear. 

2. Tubing:

· Look for breaks or cracks in the tubing. 


· When the hearing aid/earmold is in the ear, the tubing should not be twisted.

3. Case:

· Look to see if the case is dirty, especially around the area of the microphone. 

· Look to see if it is cracked, chipped, broken, or otherwise damaged.

4. Batteries:

· Look for corrosion in the battery compartment.

· Make sure the battery door closes properly.

· Use battery tester to ensure sufficient voltage.

