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Classroom Accommodations and Strategies for Students
with Hearing Impairment 
Speak Clearly and Naturally
· Make sure you have the student’s attention before speaking. 

· Don’t use exaggerated mouth movements or shout. This may cause distortion of the message. 
· When speaking, face the student to the greatest extent possible. Please don’t speak when facing the chalkboard; using an overhead allows for your face to be viewed by the student. 
· Do not obstruct your face from view by a book or materials or hide your mouth or chew while talking.

· Use facial expressions and hand gestures to emphasize your feelings which will assist the student in understanding your message.

· Don’t change the topic quickly without letting the student know the topic has changed. 

Select Appropriate Seating 
When making the decision on the most appropriate seat in the classroom, the issues of teacher’s instructional style and method of presentation, the classroom seating arrangement, the location of the frequent noise in the classroom, and the student’s degree and nature of his/her hearing impairment must be considered. 
· Seat student in close proximity to your main instructional area which will provide best listening and viewing advantage of you. If possible, try to remain within 3 to 5 feet of the student.

· Allow student to move to different seats for different activities.
· Seat student away from noise, i.e., hall, heaters, computers, etc.

· Facing bright lights and windows can make it difficult for the student to see the speakers’ faces.

Consider Instructional Design
· Rephrase rather than repeat instructions over and over.

· During class discussions, restate or paraphrase what others have said. Repetition is not always appropriate if trying to relay a concept. 
· Be sure to call on classmates by name and point to him/her during class discussions so the student can cue in to who is speaking.

· Set up a ‘buddy’ system so the student can easily ask his ‘buddy’ clarifying questions when needed.

· Visual supports and cues should be utilized to enhance comprehension of any verbal presentation. 

· Introducing concepts/vocabulary prior to teaching (pre-teaching) the lesson will allow the student to be successful in comprehending content material. This can be done via a tutor, family support, etc.

· Frequent checks of the student’s comprehension throughout the class session should be made by the teacher by: 1) asking questions; and 2) encouraging participation and listening for the relevancy of remarks. 

· A peer note taker should be assigned in each academic class. These notes can be taken on word processing devices or handwritten and provided to the student after the class period. The student will use the peer notes to check his/her own notes for accuracy and completeness.  These notes are to supplement, not replace student’s notes.
· When a sign language interpreter is being used in the classroom make sure the interpreter has an opportunity to complete the message before moving on to the next point.
Acquaint Yourself with Amplification Devices
· According to Operating Standards for Ohio’s Schools Serving Children with Disabilities (p.69): school districts must ensure that hearing aids and other assistive listening devices are functioning properly. A daily listening check of the hearing aid and/or listening device (FM system) should be performed to meet this standard.

· Encourage the student to inform you if his hearing aid is not working properly. Even when a daily listening check has been done of his/her hearing aid, batteries die or malfunctioning of the hearing aid occur during the course of a normal school day. 

· A student may be using a personal FM system that directly inputs the teacher’s voice (via a microphone) as if the teacher is within six inches of the student’s ear.  
· Report any equipment problems immediately to appropriate school building/district personnel.



Lepi, 2007


