Role of the Speech-Language Pathologist in the diagnosis of APD:

The development of auditory processing skills is important because auditory processing skills help an individual:

1. Attend

2. Listen in noisy conditions

3. Discriminate auditory information
4. Learn language, spelling, and reading

5. Process information quickly

Children with auditory processing disorders cannot understand spoken language despite having normal hearing sensitivity. Consequently, auditory processing problems can interfere with learning because of its effects on listening, language, phonics, vocabulary, reading, and/or spelling. 


 
According to The American Speech-Language and Hearing Association (ASHA) position statement, certified audiologists with expertise in the assessment and diagnosis of auditory processing disorders are responsible for the diagnosis of the auditory processing disorders. Speech-Language Pathologists, however, should assess a student’s language and speech skills to determine the effects of an auditory processing problem on communication and academic skills. This diagnostic information will also be used to design appropriate intervention for students. Additionally, the speech-language evaluation is also important because a student must have at least a six year old receptive language age to understand the directions and vocabulary used throughout the testing as well as speech intelligible enough for the Audiologist to understand. A comprehensive evaluation should include information about a student’s articulation, receptive vocabulary, syntax, and auditory memory. The following are tests that may be used by Speech-Language Pathologist to help assess students suspected of having auditory processing problems

· A Comprehensive Language Processing Evaluation by a certified, licensed Speech-Language Pathologist will help identify strengths and weaknesses in language developmental skills necessary for academic success. Additionally, speech and language testing may also identify specific skills affected by underlying auditory processing delays or disorders. Many children with APD have weak language skills.  Those with basic language skills may lack higher order language skills needed for written language and auditory directions. This evaluation may include tests of:

· Receptive and expressive vocabulary (examples: The Comprehensive Receptive and Expressive Vocabulary Test – Second Edition CREVT-2; Expressive One Word Picture Vocabulary Test – 2000 Edition; Receptive One Word Picture Vocabulary Test-2000 Edition; Peabody Picture Vocabulary Test - 4). 

· Word finding (example: The Word-R Test; Test of Word Finding – Second Edition; The Test of Word-Finding in Discourse: Diagnostic Utility Evidence)
· Basic receptive and expressive language skills (example: Clinical Examination of Language Fundamentals-4; Oral and Written Language Scales)
· Higher order language processing skills (example: Test of Language Competence-Expanded Edition).
· Listening skills (example: The Listening Test; Differential Screening Test for Processing)
· Speech discrimination (example:  Goldman-Fristoe Woodcock Test of Auditory Discrimination)
· Language processing skills (example: The Language Processing Test, Children’s Token Test; Auditory Processing Abilities Test APAT)

· Problem solving skills (example: The Test of Problem Solving)

· Articulation skills (example: Goldman-Fristoe Test of Articulation-2)
· Phonological awareness (examples: Phonological Awareness Test or the Comprehensive Test of Phonological Processing)
· Written Language Skills (example: The Test of Written Language-3; Oral and Written Language Scales )

· Pragmatic language development (example: Test of Pragmatic Language)
· A language sample to determine if a student understands question forms and higher level language skills. (See checklists in the appendix to assist with this analysis.)
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