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Conductive Hearing Loss
Occurs because there is a problem in the outer or middle ear. Sound (voices, music) is too soft. Can usually be medically or surgically treated, but is sometimes permanent. Will benefit from amplification and assistive listening devices. 
Causes: 

· Infections that fill the middle ear with fluid

· Ruptured ear drum

· Interference (such as a build up of wax)

· Anatomical abnormalities of the outer and/or middle ear structures
· Damage caused by trauma (i.e. pencil, stick, hairpin)
· Allergies

It must be remembered, however, that in young children periods of congestion caused by middle ear infections can result in delays in speech and language acquisition. 

Sensorineural Hearing Loss 

The problem is in the inner ear (cochlea or 8th cranial nerve). Sound is not only too soft, but also distorted. Can not be treated medically or surgically, resulting in permanent hearing loss. Will benefit from amplification, cochlear implants, assistive devices and aural rehabilitation. 

Causes:

· Diseases during pregnancy

· Heredity

· Childhood diseases (measles, mumps, chicken pox)

· Viral infections (meningitis, encephalitis)

· Prolonged high fever

· Physical damage to the head or ear

· Exposure to excessive or intense noise (loud music, gunfire, etc.)

· Lack of oxygen

· Medications

· Anatomical abnormalities of the inner ear. 
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