Instructional Tips for Students with Hearing Loss

Inservice Peers Early in the School Year.

Provide a Clear View of Your Face- Place student near front, minimize turning back to student; avoid standing in shadows and glare; avoid obstructing your face. 

Identify Person Speaking-Localization in large classrooms in impossible; state the name of the person making the comments.

Repeat or Rephrase Students’ Comments- In order for all to hear shy voices of classmates, simply repeat or rephrase. 

PASS FM TO PEERS AND/OR GUEST SPEAKERS- The technology is there---teach others to use it. You set the example. 

To Determine Comprehension, Ask the Student to Repeat Information and/or Rephrase-Avoid using “yes/no” questions to judge in the student understood. Ask them to summarize. 

Provide Written Previews Before Introducing New Units—Provide a knowledge base for the student before new information. 

PROVIDE VOCABULARY LISTS IN ADVANCE OF INSTRUCTION.

PRE AND POST TEACH CONCEPTS AND VOCABULARY- Preview and review can make all the difference in new learning!

DEVELOP THE HABIT OF SUMMARIZING SALIENT POINTS FOR CLASS.

Use Visual Aids Often- Use overhead, maps, charts, written lecture notes, notetakers, “hands-on” techniques. 

Prepare Student for the Test Formats- Provide sample tests for tutor and/or family to review and do the same for difficult worksheets, particularly story problems in math. 

Use Normal Hearing Peers as Learning Partners. 

Use a Notetaker and/or Communication Notebook-A short comment or two at the end of the day keeps the team informed. 

Be sensitive to the Student’s difficulty in Overhearing. 

Remember the concept of “Level of Effort.”

Be Technologically Literate -- Open, closed or real time captioning can be helpful for ALL students 

BE OPEN, CANDID AND MAINTAIN A SENSE OF HUMOR!!!!

Wray/Flexer,  1996
